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BB: ready always to give an Anſwer to 
Every Man that aſteth You a Reaſon 
T of the Hope that is in You. | 


(HIS was the Direction of an Apoſtle, 


| 0 Jo preach; This the Method by which He pro- 


iffuſed and continued in the World. The par- 
rule Arguments, with which They were to 
anſwer Enquirers, He had elſewhere inſtructed 
hem 1 in, and He here directs Them to fix 
4 hem deep in their Minds, that they might 


the Converſion of Others. Enquirers of all 
dorts were naturally to be expected upon the 
Publication of a Religion, which preſcribed 


f the Hope that was in them, might be glad 
0 ſee ſo deſireable a Scheme well founded, 


who well underſtood the Foundation 
of the Religion He was commiſſioned 


"mY the Chriſtian Faith ſhould be received, 
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pe able to apply them upon any ſudden De- 
Wand, for the Juſtification of themſelves and 


uch exalted Rules of Life, and enforced them 
With ſuch exalted Motives. Some, for the Sake 
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whilſt Others would be induſtriouſly ſolicitog 1 
to diſprove a Syſtem, which croſſed their re. . 
ceived Opinions, and forbad the Gratificatic þ Pd 


of theit beloved Lifts and Fükons. Howe 
whether They made the Enquiry of Envy wile FE. 
Strife, or of Good Will towards this Diſpenſ. 
tion, whether They asked a Reaſon of thei: Þ * 
Hope, of Contention, not ſincerely, ſuppoſing u 
confound their beſt Expectations, or of L 
knowing the comfortable Proſpect which It a 
forded, The Diſciples of this Religion wer {* 
to be arovided againſt all Demands however: W* 
intended; They were to be prepared to of: 
ſufficient Evidence for their Faith, for the 0 
Confutation of its Enemies, and the Satisf | pi 
ction of Thoſe, who were diſpoſed to be is iſ as 


. - . : . | ect! 
Friends. The peculiar Circumſtances of ther ae 
Situation made it neceſſary for Them to be IDeath 


well-grounded in the Faith, which they might MW 
probably be called on to ſupport at the Ev 4 = 
EY Lune. Oppo 
pence of their Lives; and the great Impot- Faure 
tance of the Doctrine mult incline Thoſe, wiv ou 
ſincerely believe it Themſelves, to uſe all EW - 
deavours to ſatisfy Others of the Truth of it Th! 
--- And indeed had this Scheme been pro- L 
poſed in any other Light, had the Firſt Preach: br if 
ers of our Religion placed it on any other Point 
than a Rational Foundation, the ee 3 
ha 


171 


520 had ſufficient Matter of Triumph over a 


"| cw Inſtitution, which did not pretend to be 
A funded on Argument, and there had been till 
od the ſame Room for the Ridicule of the Wits of 
"WF ihe preſent Age; or rather It could never have 
Tontinued for the Diverſion of their Poſterity, 
but muſt have ſunk deſervedly under the In- 
: ſult, Reproach and Contempt of thoſe Times. 


© But now in this Caſe Matter of Fact is an Ar- 
pument of real Force, This Religion pro- 
ppered againſt all oppoſition, and Thoſe, who 
According to St Peter's Direction were pre. 
pared to give a Reaſon of the Hope that was in 
em, did actually defend it with Succeſs a- 
painſt Perſecution and Miſrepreſentation : By 
Strength of Reaſoning They ſilenced the Ob- 
ections of Wit and Learning, and by the In- 
0 Megrity of their Lives and Conſtancy of their 


any other Inſtitution had ever offered. --- Yet 
Pppoſition has been made to this powerful 
Pource of Light and Virtue in this very View 
Fu. pf it, and Difficulties have been raiſed con- 
Cit Ccrning the Nature, Procedure, Extent, Value 
pond Effects of a Rational Faith, which it is 
; bf preat Importance to examine and explain ; 
erer if our Religion be found defective in this 
Point, in vain ſhall We ſeek out for any other 
had A " T8 {uf- 
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ſufficient Foundation for it, If our Religinſ} | | 
be not founded in Reaſon, It cannot be a he 
ligion calculated for Reaſonable Creature 9 0 


And yet the Pretenſions of Chriſtianity to an 3 7, 
tional Foundation, which indeed ſhine through. Þ 3 | 
out the New Teſtament, could only ſhew 3 
Want of a ſufficient Foundation, if “ Rea i 
& or the intellectual Faculty cannot poſſib 1 B, 
« both from its own Nature and that of! 1 
<« ligion be the Principle intended by God fs 7 
© lead Us into a true Faith.” This is the g | 
Point, which requires Examination, and It na 
I hope ſufficiently illuſtrate this Subject, aſs 
obviate all the material Difficulties 1 in it, il 0 
obſerve and prove 


Firſt, that a Rational Faith does not ou} 
imply no Inconſiſtency in its Notion, bil 
is indeed the only Kind of Aſſent, wa 
deſerves the Name of Faith ; 7 

Secondly, that it is not only not inconſiſtaf | 
with the Methods of Education and li 0 
ſtruction, but is in the very Nature of | 
to be ſecured and promoted in that Mai 
ner ; 2 | 

Thirdly, that it is not only calculated ff 

Scholars and Philoſophers, but for: 
Sorts and Degrees of Men, and that 

Mean 


UT]. 


|} Meaneſt Capacity, where Means of In- 
|} formation are afforded, is able to at- 
|} tain it; 

| 3 Fourthly, that It is therefore a proper Mat- 
ter of Probation, juſtly to be required un- 
uf der Penalties, and ſuitably to be inſerted 


in our Petitions to our Maker; 

Atſthly, that It is ſufficient to anſwer all the 
Ends of Religion, ſuch as Unity of Opi- 

nion amongſt its Members, and Perſonal 

Amendment in Each Individual. 


FF then 1 obſerve, that a Rational Faith 
es not only imply no Inconſiſtency in its No- 

hon, but is indeed the only Kind of Aſſent, 
| op deſerves the Name of Faith. The va- 
ous Uſes of this Term in Scripture, wherein 
; is taken ſometimes for the Cauſe, ſometimes 
4 the Effect of the Acknowledgment of the 
Truth, ſometimes for the Subſtance of the Truths 
Etnowledged, make 1t neceſſary to aſcertain 
6 he peculiar Senſe in which We uſe it, that We 
Pay prevent Verbal Diſputes, and all the In- 
Maß onveniences, which ariſe in Argument from 
lultake and Miſapprehenſion. This Caſe in- 
Iced requires only Illuſtration, and where there 
no Miſrepreſentation of the Subject, there 
an be no Difficulty in it. Now Faith in the 
ſacred 


ſeane 


64 


ſacred Writings, is ſometimes uſed for tha lun tl 
preparative Good Diſpoſition of Mind, wh bject 
leaves Men open and attentive to the Exam 777 
nation of Truth, and thereby leads them an; 
the Happy Diſcovery of it: ſometimes it ; 1 
taken for the laudable Application of H 
Truth diſcovered in the real Fruits of Go 
neſs and Virtue, which It was intended to pre We 
duce : ſometimes for that peculiar Religion, Wa 
which has Truth for its Foundation and Riv). Wy 
teouſneſs for its End; or even for ſome par. a 
ticular Doctrine of that Religion, which 1; 
more immediately calculated to promote thek 
great and good Effects. Sometimes again I 
is uſed for the Perſwaſion of a Man's Mind, 
whatever it be, whether erroneous or wel. iy 
founded, which may poſſibly be rational in On: 
Senſe, as being founded on ſome Kind of A Wh 
gument, tho extremely irrational in another, 
as being built on groſs Abfurdities. Particular 
Texts therefore, wherein Faith is mentiond 
may be much miſapplied, and the Whole Sub. 
je confuſed, unleſs Care be taken to fix the 
Meaning of a Term, which upon ſuch Auth: 
rity bears ſo many different Significations. Bi 
Some of Theſe are apparently figurative, en 
preſs the Whole by a Part, and repreſent 1: 
ther the Properties, the Object and the Event 


than 
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Khan the Nature of that Faith, which is the 

| S bject of our preſent Enquiry. = 
#7 Faith then in its primary and moſt general 
"© Mcaning, and in which We are now concern d, 


er, 
lat 
16 
ub: 
tne 
110 


a- 
ent, 
chan 


| Tha which We uſually and properly call 


e, or an Aſſent of the Mind to any Do- 


rine or Fact as credible upon the Motives of 
its Credibility, whereby it ſtands diſtinguiſhed 
from certain Knowledge, or flight Opinion; 
and according as Thoſe Motives of Credibility 
ate propoſed to Us from God or Man, That 
ent, which is the Reſult of them, is pro- 
perly termed Divine or Human Faith. This 
wencral Notion does not exclude, but imply 


a ſeveral particular Acts and Qualities which 
wecede or follow it, and This Aſſent, We ſay, 
nc bs: only may but muſt be Rational, and that 
Nothing elſe can deſerve the Name of Faith. 
br let Us conſider the Means, which our Ma- 
Ir has afforded Us of diſcerning the Credi- 
Wity of Every Thing propoſed to our Aſſent. 
ENow Theſe Means muſt be either Natural 
r Supernatural, Of Thoſe which the Author 
our Nature has beſtowed on all our Species, 
he only Inlets of Diſcernment are our Senſes 
bd our Reaſon. But our Senſes do not re- 
ſent Things as credible but as certain. We 
not believe, but We kom what falls within 
their 


11 


Our Reaſon indeed may err in judging of fon; 
Appearances, but as far as They are proper 
the Objects of Senſe, there is no Deceptia 
This Fallibility of Reaſon, which is the oth; 
Natural Means of Diſcernment, brings dom | 
our Knowledge to Belief, and leaves Roof 
for Credibility in all the Different Degree 
and Meaſures of it. By our Intellectual: 
culty We diſcern the Connection of Prop 
ſitions and the Truth of Things, and x 
cording as theſe appear with greater or li 
Force to this Faculty, our Aſſent is propu 
tionably weaker or more confident.) The b 
derſtanding, We readily allow (without wſ 
Diſadvantage to our Cauſe, as will be ſeen hen 
after,) determines neceſſarily as the Evident 
appears, and the Conviction is more or |: 


— 


doubtful, as the Grounds of it ſeem more i 
leſs weighty. Some have confined Credibiln 
to Teſtimony, and will not allow, that a 
Thing, “which appears clear and eyident WM 
ce the Underſtanding, or which may certain. 
c be collected, either antecedently by its Caul 
cor reverſely by its Effect, can be any propt 
« Object of Faith.” But there is no Neceſſiſ 
or Reaſon for this Diſtinction. The Being a 

2 


Attributes of God, for Inſtance, are moſt cer- 
'F Rainly to be collected by their Effects from the 
Forks of the Creation, and are likewiſe, I 
| think, demonſtrable à priori, and yet They are 
'F ö he proper Objects of our Faith, as our Creed 
Þ Jeaches us juſtly to profeſs, that We «believe 
in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth,” and the Scripture it ſelf 


for the Belief of thoſe Things, which We learn 


l Eby the Exerciſe of our Reaſon, in Oppoſition 
” go what We perceive by the Uſe of our Senſes, 
Janin its ſtricteſt Definition there recorded 

WS faid to be the Subſtance of Things hoped for, 
1 ; ; . » 
Evidence of Things not ſeen. Whether the 


EEvidence be more or leſs perſpicuous, will 


Nature of Faith. The cleareſt Demonſtrations 
ee not irreſiſtible, nor can extort Aſſent from 
Wc Unwilling : They are no Demonſtrations 
to Thoſe, who attend not at all to Things of 
: Inis Kind, and They loſe much of their Weight 
W'ich Thole, who with Induſtry and Pleaſure 


* Ittend to every Cavil which can be raiſed a- 
an bainſt them; as We have been told, there have 
PF” ao Thoſe in former Ages, who have even 
-effi rived at Atheiſm, and of late We have heard 


ff Improvements in the Science ; of Thoſe 
= B who 


9] a 


| ſpeaks the ſame Language. Faith is there put 


nake a Difference in the Degree, but not in the 


D 10 


who have much outgone their unbelieving pre & 
deceſſors, and have even pretended to De. ! 
monſtrations on their Side. Such Example? 
however may ſhew, that the higheſt Evidence bil: 
which can be offered to our Underſtanding, Þ 
cannot force our Aſſent, but that where ther Þ 
may be Unbelief, there is certainly Room f- 
Faith. It was an Old Obſervation, that then IE 
was Nothing ſo clear, but what might be di. 
puted, and that there was no Opinion ſo er Wh 
travagant, but what ſome Philoſophers h 
maintained. That thoſe Points, which do a4 Wy 
mit of Demonſtration, do uſually in Fact pai 
without Contradiction, is not that their Fore Wi 
is inſuperable, but that They are unconcernin a 
Truths, and Points which have little or no Re Differe 
lation to our Schemes in Life. Were our Luk il ho 
and Paſſions as much intereſted in the Maths iy of 
maticks as they are in Religion, I doubt no, bab 
but We ſhould have as formidable OppoſitiaWodrir 
againſt the One as the Other, and Euclid woullered 
have as many zealous Adverſaries as the Bibl. Bll not 
The Proofs, which are offered in Favour d may! 
Religion, may be called morally demonſtratie prop, 
yet We ſee them often rejected; and from ti glect 
ſame Temper of Mind, Thoſe which are Mmonſff 
thematically demonſtrative, if there could b muſt 


the ſame View in canvaſſing them, would like paid 
wil 


[ 17 ] 

ie be rejected. What is therefore called ſcien- 
-K Kfical on the one Hand, and probable on the 
© Other, are indeed but different Degrees of Cre- 
| ſvility, and will prove ſufficient or ineffectual 
; f d gain our Aſſent, according to the Attention 

Ind Diſpoſition with which we apply ourſelves 
b the Examination of it. The Grounds of 
| Credibility then are not to be confined to Te- 
i ſtimony only, unleſs We conſider the Works of 
Nature, and the Connection of Propoſitions, 
Is the Atteſtation, which the Author of Nature 
d Truth has afforded to his Creatures; which 
is Altering the Uſual Senſe of the Term, De- 
roying the Diſtinction of Reaſon and Autho- 
„„ and Reducing the Queſtion to a Verbal 
Wifference. However What is here obſerved 
4 hold equally true, that as by the Exerciſe 
ly of our Underſtanding We can diſcern the 
Vobability of Facts, and the Connection of 
Joctrines, ſo the higheſt Proof which can be 
Wered to Us this Way, excluſive of our Senſes, 
pl not deſtroy the Nature of Faith, becauſe 
may be rejected, as in Fact It often is. What 
| propoſed to our Reaſon, our Reaſon may 
n theWole or evade. Be it ever ſo concluſive or 
Mi nonſtrative in it ſelf, yet if it be diſregarded, 
id beW muſt loſe its Weight; or if ſo much Regard 
like paid to it, as to give it an Opportunity of 
wile B 2 ſhining 


BY 


ſhining in Evidence really unanſwerable, ye iſs 
It be artfully ballanced with Difficulties, which 
may be thought unanſwerable, or may rea 
be ſo, as being out of our Power and Proving 
to determine, the Reſult may prove to hf 
only Scepticiſm, and the Mind may be left Wy 
a State of Neutrality and Heſitation. As fx a 
as our Reaſon actually diſcerns, ſo far on 
We truly believe, and This is very evident} {WE 
the only Natural Means of arriving at Faith 
Let us next conſider the Supernatural Mea 
by which our Aſſent may be wrought on, orb Wl 
which We may come to the Acknowledgmen# 
of the Truth. And Theſe muſt be either ou. 
ward Miracles or inward Inſpirations, eith:' 
publick Supernatural Works, or the ſecret I: 
ſtimony of the Spirit to the Spirit of particul 
Perſons. The former of Theſe again can & 6: 
applied to Us for our Conviction only in a RW 
tional Way. They could force Aſſent orf 
from Thoſe, who ſaw them; but in the vel þ 
next ſtep, to Thoſe, who were not Eye-Wi- 
neſſes, They muſt depend on Teſtimony, oi 
the Sufficiency, that is, the Integrity and Ab. 
lity of the Reporters. And even to Thoſe, be 
fore whoſe Eyes theſe Miracles were wrougit 
yet, as Proofs of the Truth of any particula 
Religion, They could only be received in it 


aro 


6 E203 1 
" , gumentative Method. Their Senſes could 
a * y aſſure Them of the Truth of the Facts, 


Ipterpoſitions of the Great Author of Nature, 
ho would not lend his Almighty Power to 
@untenance an Impoſture, This is a very Me- 
Lthodical Inference, a very Juſt and Rational 
er --- As to the other ſupernatural 


that lower Senſe, as cooperating with our own 
Indeavours, in which our Church ſometimes 
ou Ales it, as when We pray that God would cleanſe 
tha he Thoughts of our Hearts by the Inſpiration of 
Te- Ws Holy Spirit, and again that by his Holy In- 


＋ 7 by hu merciful Guiding may perform the 
Rene; when the Holy Spirit is thus conſidered 


on L working with our Spirit, remedying our de- 


venhraved Nature, enlightening our Underſtand- 
Wit = purifying our Affections, and rectify ing 
, our Will, there is Nothing in this Doctrine, 


Ab hich can exclude the Application of our own 


:, beſWealon. Rather hereby We are better diſ- 
uohtWoſed to examine into the Truth, better ena- 
culaWled to diſtinguiſh the Evidence of it, and bet- 
in aer prepared to receive and comply with the 
1- 


t the Connection of thoſe Facts with Do- 
«| &rines, the Conſideration of them as manifeſt 


Means of Information, the particular Inſpira- 5 
gon of the Holy Spirit, if It be taken only in 


| Piration We may think thoſe Things that be Good, 
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Directions of it. Tho We ſtand in need qa cot 
ſuch Divine Aſſiſtance to help our Infirmitie; parte 
yet we are not merely paſſive under the Op. Indi 
rations of it; but by exerting and applying i; nt wi 
ſalutary Aid We arrive at the Acknowledgmen I ind an 
of the Truth, and both Grace and Nature co lible 
ſpire to eſtabliſh Us in a Rational Faith. --- gu V preſc 
if This Inſpiration and Teſtimony of the Spit N corri 
be repreſented, --- * as irradiating the Soul: {Wand In 
« once with a thorough Conviction, as an ir. {Of a vi 
« reſiſtible Light from Heaven flaſhing Cor. be as 

« viction in a Moment, as compleating ou Wfcelin 
Faith in an Inſtant, and producing at one e C: 
« the moſt perfect and finiſhed Creed, as be. Nur Pri 
« ſpeaking the immediate Preſence of the D. {Wing 
« yinity, and making its Dictates, as it were, [a plain 
« ſelf-evident to the Mind, where it is lodged, Trial i 
and in a Word, «as of a Nature little differing N Aience 
from that of Intuition it ſelf,” under ſuch a Re. Nes, v 
preſentation of it, the Exerciſe of our Reaſon M The C 
would indeed be excluded, but ſo would th: Would 
Nature of Faith alſo; for the Reſult of {uct Erring 
Means of Information would not be Belief but {Wn Eve 


Knowledge. Whether This be the Doctrine of vt our 
the Bible is not at preſent the Queſtion, nor In im 
need it be largely argued, where the Scriptures {Wrong 
are allowed to be of Publick Uſe. Poar: 
But if there was any Ground to expect ſuch Neceſ 


« 4 


151 


Fa conſtant and particular Revelation, im- 
parted ſeparately and ſupernaturally to every 
Individual, then the very Nature of the Aſ- 
ent wrought by it would be entirely changed; 
© and an Inſpiration, © which ſtamps ſuch inde- 
Able Characters on the Heart, as no Miſre- 
[@ preſentations can ever poſſibly intervene to 
corrupt, would create an abſolute Certainty 
+ I and Infallibility, and deſtroy the very Notion 
of a virtuous and obedient Faith. We ſhould 
\ be as ſure of the Teſtimony of theſe inward 
Feelings as of That of our outward Senſes, and 
he Caſe of Aſſent could then be no Part of 
gur Probationary State. The Poſſibility of re- 
ecting ſuch «a preſent ſtanding Miracle” is 
plain Contradiction, and the only Matter of 
Trial in Us, would be that of a Practical Obe- 
ſience ſuitable to the Direction of thoſe Arti- 
de. Nes, which We ſo certainly nem to be true: 
on he Condemnatory Sentences againſt Unbelief 
Would then be inconſiſtent and trifling, as re- 
E&rring to an imaginary Caſe, and prohibiting 
in Event, which no Neglect or Miſapplication 
ours could occaſion. --- That God Almighty 
gan impreſs on the Minds of his Creatures ſo 
trong a Senſe of any Revelation or particular 
Doctrine, by Inſpiration, as to ſuperſede the 
Neceſſity of any Rational Enquiry, and to leave 
them 


[26] a 
them beyond Queſtion ſatisfied of its comit . 
from Him, cannot be queſtion d by any H 

Thoſe, who are daily limiting the Power, u 
preſeribing to the Wiſdom of their Make: Wi 
and that in Fact He did thus Inſpire the u 
phets under the Old, and the Apoſtles und he. 
the New Teſtament, Is a neceſſary Part of ex; 
ry Chriſtian's Faith. But then this Kind of 1. 
ſpiration was more for the Sake of Others thu 
Themſelves. What was by this Means Mate 
of certain Momledge to them, was to be poli 
poſed to the Rational Belief of the Reſt of H 
World, and could only be proved to them bi 
the internal Excellency of the Doctrines a 
Precepts propoſed, and the external Evidencal 
of their Divine Miſhon. Theſe Inſpired Pi 
ſons had before by the due Exerciſe and Cl 
tivation of their Underſtandings attained vii 
a Rational Faith, and were now favoured vill 
farther and more immediate Revelations of H 
Will of their Maker. This Inſpiration was ceive 
ther the Reward of their former, than 
Trial of their preſent Belief. There was 1 
Room for Doubt or voluntary Afent in th 
but their Minds were really irradiated with 
thorough and irreſiſtible Conviction of Divin 
Truths. Thoſe who had given a Pattern d 


the Love of Truth, and a faithful Adherenc 
10 


as inf 
ntirel 


F E 
i, whilſt It was only a Matter of Rational 
1 nquiry, were now by this Heavenly Confir- 
ation of it choſen to be the Inſtruments of 
Joridence in publiſhing it to Others; and 
hat They had thus learnt immediately from 
i | Maker, was by their Miniſtry to be made 
{known to, and on their Teſtimony to be re- 
Eived by their Fellow-Creatures. The Trial 
of their own Faith was now concluded and re- 
E@ompenced ; Their Belief was hereby changed 
vWiato abſolute Certainty, and the remaining Part 
af their Probation was only a Conduct ſuitable 
i that high Priviledge. And as the Caſe was 
and r parently thus in all the Inſtances of real In- 
ncaWiration, ſo had This Inſpiration been Uni- 
Pe ertal, as Univerſal a Certainty muſt have en- 
cd. Men might indeed hereby have known 
he Will of theit Maker, but 'They would have 
own it in ſuch a Method as They could not 
füge avoided or reſiſted. They could not have 
as [4 . and embraced it as Credible, but as 
1 Us kertain. The Neceſſity of their Aſſent and 
as 8Wevitable Determination, which is thro great 
ror urged as a Difficulty in a Rational Faith, 
fould have been of real Weight in this Scheme, 
nd This Kind of Intuitive Knowledge, which 
as inſtant and irreſiſtible, muſt have left them 
ntirely paſſive, neither blameable nor praiſe- 
"S: worthy 
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worthy in their Aſſent. Where there is no b 
ſibility of Error or Unbelief, there can be wi 
Virtue in the Diſcernment of the Truth, ny ſai 
_ conſequently any Room for Reward or Puri 
ment. There is no Merit in ſeeing the 0. 
jects which unavoidably preſent Themſcl, WW 
before Us. An Evidence, which extorts 49 
ſent, may in ſome Caſes be a Happineſs, bu 
cannot in Any be a Trial of our Diſpoſition, bf o 
And therefore an Inſpiration, which forces al Vithe 
Men the Knowledge of Divine Truths, how. man 
eyer in particular Inſtances It may anſwer oi L 
Ends of Providence, yet if It were & conſtu 
te and general, imparted ſeparately and ſupe- 
ec naturally to every Individual,” It could nM 
anſwer this great End, of exerciſing and mai 
feſting our Dutiful Regard to and voluntriſ 
Reception of the Divine Dictates. This cul 
only be by the free Uſe of our Underſtandin 
and therefore from this Review of all the p t ſelf 
ſible Means of Information, We may now pe att: 
ſume to infer, that a Rational Faith does 10 tonal 
only imply no Inconſiſtency in its Notion, bi e 
is indeed the only Kind of Aſſent, which dM the ſa 
ſeryes the Name of Faith. tende 
I proceed Secondly to ſhew, that It is 10 |Advyat 


only not inconſiſtent with the Methods of Edi diſcer 
taint) 


cation and Inſtruction, but is in the very Ni 


— 


ure of it to be ſecured and promoted in that 


EManner. This indeed might ſeem a very cer- 
Wain and obvious, but withal a very unneceſſary 


n WRcmark, to Any who were unacquainted with 


| the State of theControverſy,and knew not what 
forced Objections have been raiſed on this Sub- 
| ſect. For whether Mankind has naturally more 
Ethan a Capacity for Reaſon, whether Any One 
of our Species in a ſuppoſed ſolitary State, 
Eichout the Aſſiſtance and Converſe of his Hu- 
0% man Brethren, would any more attain to any 


th Degree of Speculation than of Speech, may 


yell be doubted. However the Improvements 
of our Underſtanding by Education are in Fact 
viſible and certain, and This One Bleſſing en- 
oyed in its beſt Advantage, diſtinguiſhes ſome 
Creatures from Others of the ſame Species, to 
F Degree almoſt as great as is ſeen in ſome 
Pifferent Kinds of Beings. And if our Reaſon 


[onal Faith, a Religion, which is founded on Ar- 
grment, not only may, but muſt be taught in 
del che ſame Method, by opening and aſſiſting the 
tender Mind, which muſt proceed by gradual 
5 0 Advances, to apprehend the Argument, and 
pd diſcern the Truth of Propoſitions or the Cer- 
; Naſ fainty of Facts. Now This would readily be 

tut K * 5 al- 


5 00 


pit bit ſelf, at leaſt every conſiderable Degree of it, 
lis attained in this Method, then certainly a R- 
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c come to the full Uſe of their rational Facil 


( continued, to obſtruct or limit her Influence 
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allowed in all other Caſes; but Religion bein 11 
a Perſonal Thing and a Matter of ſuch infinie MHH 
Conſequence, It is inſiſted on that It ought «iy 

be left wholly and abſolutely to Every Mai, Wh 
own Determination without any Influence q Nei 
any Kind whatſoever. If the Aſſent require! Wh: 
of Men be a Rational One, It is faid to h 

« highly wicked and unjuſt to prepoſſeſs th 

« tender Minds in any Manner before The We 


« ties.” Yet it can only be by ſuch Prepoſſe. Wenti 
fions, that is, by Inſtruction and Education, iy 
that They ever come to the full Uſe of ther 8 
rational Faculties at all. It can only be by te 
Exerciſe of thoſe Faculties, and the Aſſiſtane i 
given to them in thoſe tender Years, that the 
are able to make ſuch Progreſs and arrive a 
Maturity. But Other Subjects, It is thougi, 
may be found to employ theſe Talents for ther 
Improvement, and Religion is to be kept out 
of the Queſtion, till They are perfectly qual. 
fied to judge in the Caſe. For“ if Reaſon is 
determine the Cauſe, She muſt be left to he 
« ſelf to determine fairly, and It is ſaid to be 
« the greateſt Injuſtice and Mockery to ini 
« Her to give Sentence, where there have been 
« Practices before-hand, and are Practices {til 


But 


ES 


Þfficient State of Reaſon 1s plainly an imagi- 
to Mary Caſe. There is no Poſſibility amongſt 
mie civilized Part of Mankind of Any Perſon's 
of eing left ſo entirely to Himſelf, as to deter- 

— upon the Subject of Religion without any 
Help or Aſſiſtance from Others, nor does the 
(Nature of a Rational Faith imply the Neceſſity 
any ſuch Condition. On the contrary, It 
i a Bleſſing that We are by expreſs Command 


hen We are incapable of judging for Our- 
| Elves. It is an Inſtance both of the Wiſdom 
nd Goodneſs of Providence, that by this Me- 
nod We enjoy a Ballance for the Growth of 
ur natural Paſſions, and for the Force of out- 


: a {Whacd Allurements and Evil Examples. With- 
git gut this Reaſon could never come tolerably 


allied to the Enquiry, and therefore It is 
o Injuſtice to invite Her to give Sentence, 
Niere there have been Practices beforehand 


pation are thought Limitations of its In- 


preventing the greateſt Obſtructions to Reaſon. 
Ve muſt conſider ourſelves not in any imagi- 
bary but in our actual Situation. We are not 
porn like our firſt Parent in the Strength of 


p t in Truth, This unaſſiſted, undirected, ſelf- 


entitled to the Advice and Direction of Others, 


bo limit her Influence, if Inſtruction and Edu- 


Euence ; which are indeed the only Methods of 


our 
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our Reaſon, but if ours be not cultivated vin 
Care in our tender Years, It will neceſſarily & 
choked with Prepoſſeſſions of a contrary N 
ture, which will much more obſtruct its . Ob) 
fluence, And the very Propoſal of deferriy Ve. 
all Thought or Judgment of Religion, till R. 
ſon be arrived to its full Perfection, muſt ey. Wa 
dently proceed upon a Suppoſition, that Fai Wu 
is not Rational but Irrational, and that ther | 
are no good Grounds at all for Religion, fin Wit ü 
if there be, Its Obligations muſt commence vii 
our Early Years, begin with our firſt Degte | 
of Capacity, and proceed in Proportion vile 
Every Improvement of it. Many are the Be 
ſings We receive, Many the Aſſiſtances We nee 
in that moſt helpleſs Part of Life, which ration 
quire ſome Return of Devotion and Ackno ſage t 
ledgment to the great Author of our Being 
and Well-Being. The Sum of All, that Is [ 
been, or can be offered on this Head by Way i 
Objection, is, that Education, if allowed, ma lation 
lead them Wrong, Children not being Judge 
and that if it ſhould prove Right, yet their 1M 
ſent is not Rational, being on the ſame Gounts}ſ 
that Others believe wrong: Now that Educ 
tion, like other good and uſeful Proviho" 
may be miſapplied, and made inſtrumental 'Wncon 
the Eſtabliſhment of ſome Errors, 1s — aye 
nic 


L #3 } 


3 d; which is a proper Ground of Caution 


1 [ | 

i r the Management of it, but no Kind of Ar- 
ment for the Diſuſe of it, Here indeed the 
1 Hbjection concerning Prejudices has its greateſt 
* eight, and let Us therefore examine in this 
+ Faſe what It will amount to. --- Let It be ob- 
Arved chen, that whatever Errors are eſtabliſhed 


I@ this Way, are not of equal Importance with 
| the Truths that are hereby inculcated, and that 
cs Wt is better both for their own Perſonal Hap- 
it Wpineſs and the Welfare of Society, that They 

| ae be inſtructed in thoſe uſeful Principles 
Ir Religion, even tho blended with Miſtakes, 


Mather than be left in entire Ignorance, and 


cel thoſe corrupt Notions, which, without any Edu- 


tion, would ſoon be contracted in their Paſ- 
or age thro a corrupt World. Wherever there 
enge re any Pretenſions to Education, Obedience 


I 


y ofnculcated, even tho They fail in the Interpre- 


ma 
gez 
ra 
1nds 
[uct 
ons 
al tt 
t de 
ned 


Ciple of ſovereign Uſe in the Conduct of Hu- 
nan Life. The Diſtinctions likewiſe of Virtue 


by theſe mixed Errors, for tho Doctrines may 
have been taught, which have been argued as 


inconſiſtent with them, yet the Conſequences 


them. 
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% the Will of God is the great Point always 


Iron of his Will, and This muſt be a Prin- 


and Vice have never been loſt or confounded 


haye ever been diſowned by the Authors of 
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them. The great Principles of Morality, yurall) 
Devotion towards God, of Juſtice and Chari, dere 
to our Neighbours, and of a ſober and ten. Them 
perate Conduct of Ourſelves, are a profeſſi {anno 
Part of every Scheme of Religious Education, hay, a 
and ſurely ſuch deſireable Maxims ought ny neo 
to be left untaught, leſt ſome inferior Ertrag Ntone 
ſhould be taught with them. That theſe Ny Articl 
ral Virtues ought farther to be ſublimated, e. 
forced, and perfected by truly Chriſtian Prin 
ciples, is moſt true, but that They are of n 
Avail without the right Knowledge of our Hy 
ly Religion, is no Part of Chriſtian Doctrine 
An Article indeed of our Church teaches u 
that Works done before the Grace of Chil 
«and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are nd 1 In 
ce pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as They {prin Nariſo 
« not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do Ten © 
make Men meet to receive Grace,” But the Wn * 
the Article does not reſt here, or leave its Sen erte 
thus doubtful and indeterminate, but goes a nd py 
expreſsly to add, * or, as the School-AuthonMl 
« ſay, deſerve Grace of Congruity.” Now whet 
We come to examine the Meaning of this Lan. 
guage of the Schools, We find them interpre: 
ting it, of that Claim and Right to Reward 
which from the natural Relation and Fitnel 
of Things 1 is due to Works meritorious or 1% 
tural 


# [ 25 ] 
rally perfect. But the Works of the beſt 
| [4 nere Moraliſt are not thus perfect, either in 
Themſelves or their Principle, and therefore 
Eeannot of Congruity deſerve Grace or Favour ; 
hay, as being defective in their Degree and er- 
Joneous in their Motive, They rather need an 
Atonement, than merit a Reward ; or as the 
\ {Article expreſſes it, © yea rather for that They 
„are not done, as God hath willed and com- 
ES manded them to be done, We doubt not but 
They have the Nature of Sin.” This is the 
genſe of the Article, and very true and juſtifiable 
Poctrine It contains; not decrying the Uſe 


ne. 

15 'F Excellency of Morality, as far as it can be 
it Wttained upon any Principle; but reflecting on 
ae Inſufficiency of Heathen Morality in Com- 


z jariſon of the Chriſtian, on the Imperfection 
ren of our beſt Attainments in Moral Duties, 
het 0 inculcating the Neceſſity of relying on the 
Merits of our Saviour, to ſupply the Defects 
7 procure the Acceptance even of our Good 
Works. But It does not follow, that becauſe 
beſt Moral Acts are not perfect enough 
bo juſtify Men in the Sight of God, therefore 
ey are of no Avail, or that They are not both 
tommendable and beneficial in Compariſon of 
nreſtrained Irregularity or diſſolute Impiety. 
Morality 1s, under eyery Perſwaſion, of Service 
D to 
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to Men both in their temporal and ſpiritu | 
State ; for beſides its preſent Advantages, Ny 
One can think, that a Moral Heathen and! 
Vicious Infidel are in the ſame State of Favor WW? 
with their Maker, or have the ſame Proſped We 
before Them in Regard to Futurity, tho nei 
ther of Them has a Title to the Glorious Hi 
that 1s in Chriſtians. --- It is a Conſfideratiq 
then of ſome Weight in Favour of a Religion 
Education, that tho It may ſometimes eſtabli 
ſome Errors in particular Points, yet its gene 
ral Principles are always right, and of mor 
immediate practical Effect than its peculiz 
Miſtakes. The Rules of Good Life which! 
_ preſcribes, and the Reſtraints which It inci. 

cates, are of Service greater than the Inco 

venience of any miſtaken Doctrine; it bei 
much better, that Men ſhould be taught to lit 
virtuouſly, and in the Fear of God, even tho 
that Fear be ſometimes miſapplied, than thi 
They be left to do what is Good in their ont 
Eyes, without any Principle of Conſcience, a 
Awe of a Superior Preſence. That Superſtitin 
is Worſe than Atheiſm, as We were not long 
ſince taught from the Pulpit and the Preſs, ws 
one of the moſt unſeaſonable, abſurd and pre 
judicial Errors, that ever came from a profeſſel 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. It might indeed bo! 


2, 


FR - 


| n the Force of the Argument and the Ten- 


q | 0 ency of its Effect . have well become the Mouth 
. | bf an Infidel, but what End a Preacher of the 
" | Goſpel could propoſe in apologizing for A- 


wy heim, is hard to conceive. Tho Nothing is 
go be pleaded in Defence of Superſtition, yet 


2 Bf Two bad Things muſt be compared, ſurely 
10 That, which only miſleads in particular Tem- 
on! bers and particular Inſtances, muſt be infi- 


| pitely more tolerable, than that which ſtrikes 
Eat the Root of all Obligation, takes off the 
Force of every Reſtraint, and leaves Men with- 
put Senſe of Guilt or Fear of Puniſhment. 
Pince then the Inconveniences even of an er- 
Wroncous Education are not equal to the Bene- 
Wits of it, ſince of the Prejudices, which It is 
W/id to inſtil, the beſt are the moſt conſiderable, 
the Argument will ftill conclude in its Favour, 
Kcven in this Caſe, where It is ſtated to the 
greateſt Diſadvantage. We may ſay the ſame 
bot the great Principles of Saving Knowledge, 
if We conſider Education not merely according 


9 Ito the Moral Syſtem, but in the Chriſtian View 
I : 

* jand Scheme of Things. Wherever the Light 
ef the Goſpel has in any Degree ſhined upon 
* Mankind (and concerning Others the foregoing 
nl Remarks were intended) there the Eſſentials 


of Chriſtianity have almoſt Uniyerſally been 
— oY taught, 


[ 28 
taught, tho clouded in ſome Places with ue. 
neceſſary Additions, and in Others DefeRir: WR 
in Points greatly contributive to the Purity ad 
Perfection of it. Yet ſtill the Mercy of C 
in Chriſt has hereby been publiſhed and u 
ceived, and Thoſe, who have a ſuitable Regau 
for the Importance of that Bleſſing, muſt think 

it defireable, that It ſhould rather be publiſh 
in an imperfect, or an additional Form, tha 
in None at all. There is a great Difference bi 
twixt thoſe Points which are neceſſary to ei 
Salvation of particular Perſons, and thoſe whi4 
are neceſſary to the Order and Well-Being dd 4 
a Church, and, without any Want of a prope 
Zeal for the latter, One cannot but wiſh that N ot1o! 
the former were in any Method Univerkl 8 | 
The Words of St Paul on a like Occaſion a 
the Language of every real Profeſſor of our E 
ligion, Phil. 1. 18. What then? NotwithſtandnWci 
every Way, whether in Pretence or in Truth, Chi 
zs preached, and 1 therein do rejoice, yea and vid 
rejoice. This is more particularly applicable to 
this Purpoſe, becauſe when the Apoſtle ha 
Juſt before declared, that ſome preached the 
Word not ſincerely, 8% &yvas, He did not mean 
that They were Heathens or Hypocrites, bu Rea 
that They had not a true Notion of the Simon, 
plicity of the Goſpel, mixing their forei2Wndan 


Jew! 
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u ewiſn Opinions with it; not that They wanted 
Uncerity in their own Hearts, but that They 
anted a Right Underſtanding of the Purity 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, and had miſtaken 
Fontentions with Him, becauſe He taught 
zs a diſtin, ſufficient Inſtitution of it ſelf, 


nt Id would not join with them in infkigg 
„eln the equal Neceſſity of ſtill continuing the 
hn WObſervance of the Ceremonies of the Mo- 


Wick Law. Yet the Apoſtle rejoices, that even 
Weir Method as well as his contributed to 
Wake known the Redemption of Mankind by 
&ſus Chriſt, tho They beſides, laid Streſs on 


7 0 
2p Things of no Value, and mixed their private 
tha Notions with the Doctrines of their Maſter. 


till however the Knowledge of this gracious 
þ heme for our Salvation, cho blended with 
Errors, He judges inflaitely preferable to an 
tire Ignorance of it, and triumphs even in 
Is or any Method of its Publication as tend- 
g to the Glory of God and the Good of Souls. 
[he Differences therefore amoneſt Chriſtians 
Ind the erroneous Prejudices, which by Means 
| Education are eſtabliſhed amongſt Some of 
em, are according to an Apoſtle's Judgment 
d Reaſon againſt ſuch Method of early Inſtru- 
lion, and for this plain Reaſon, becauſe the 
ndamental Principles in which They all agree, 
are 


30 J 


are of much greater Conſequence, than the i, 
yeral Particulars in which They differ among 7 
themſelves. --- But after All, neither is Prev 
dice ſuch an abſolute Diſqualification for i 
Reaſoning, as is aſſerted, The very Method 
Education, by aſſiſting and improving the RW 
ſon of Mankind, muſt be helpful in detecinW; 
all unreaſonable Doctrines, and if it inſtils ſors 0 
wrong Prepoſſeſſions, yet it carries its own 4 
tidote againſt them. By opening the Mind vip 
diſcern the Strength of Argument, It mult ui 

turally contribute to the Support of Every vi; 
ctrine, which is really founded on Argument, ui 
That which is not, however early taught, nah 
then appear to have no ſuch Foundation. 
the Erroneous Prejudice is only in Things d 
leſs Conſequence, then it does not affect th 
Queſtion concerning that Rational Faith, whi 
is neceſſary to Salvation, and which has bet 
made the Subject of the Diſpute ; but i 
really affect Fundamentals, then there is ſud 
unanſwerable Evidence againſt ſuch a Prejud 
every eſſential Point being ſo ſtrong and cle 

as may ſecure the Faith of Every One, who r 
been only taught to be a Rationaliſt, It ut 
deed Men are not afterwards permitted to loc 
into the Foundations of their Faith, then fl 


fundamental Prejudices may be continued, b 
the 
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0 : en the State of the Caſe and of the Queſtion 


a altered, and the Objection is no longer a- 
int the Inſtitution and Education of Child- 
Mm En, but againſt a Blind Impoſition upon Men, 


W which Gbjection all Rational Believers will 


þ tion We proceed to look into Fact, We may 
de in numberleſs Inſtances, that Prepoſſeſ- 
. are no ſuch invincible Obſtacles to Free- 


Whis Nation affords, may ſhew, that even Pre- 
ices which are founded on Argument, which 


| Ne allowed Examination, and which have Truth 
. d Reaſon to ſupport them, are not always 
3 Wficient to keep Men in the Right Path, when 
ere are Temptations to think Wrong: which 


the Way may ſuggeſt Something of the 
time of Error, and of the Share which our 
Wills as well as Underſtandings bear in the 
lipoſal of our Aſſent. Some Inſtances like- 
Wc, God be thanked, may be aſſigned, of 
Floſe who have overcome the ſtrongeſt erro- 


a Diſlike of ſome Good Principles, have 
bon a fair Enquiry diſcerned their Error, and 
knowledged the Truth, and This not only 
different Communions amongſt Chriſtians, 
but 


ready to join. And if from mere Specu- 


Whinking and Alteration of Opinion, The 
Wany Dreadful Examples of Apoſtacy, which 


"ous Prejudices ; who having been educated 
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wean, 


Judges, but as their Belief is ſaid not th 


It is grounded on the ſame Principle as The 
who are miſled, namely on the bare Authoti 


ligion, and that there is no more Reaſon fo 
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but in Thoſe who originally were Enemies h = 


the Goſpel itſelf, in the Jews particularly, M 
greateſt Bigots, and by Education the no 
zealous Adverſaries of Chriſtianity. --- But the: 
is yet a farther Objection againſt Educatciſſh 
as an Obſtacle to Rational Faith, not only n? 
It ſometimes inſtils Errors, Children not beig 


Rational, even tho They are taught right, ſn; 


This in plain Terms ſaying, that there is th 


of their Parents and Inſtructors. But is wil * 
ſame Foundation for a right and a wrong R. 


the One than the Other? If there be, uh 
may not this Reaſon be aſſigned, and Child 
be inſtructed in the Evidence as well as the Ns 
ture of the Religion They profeſs 2 Can it, fa 
Inſtance, be ſaid, that the Children of Mahs 
metans have the ſame Reaſon for their Beli 
as the Children of Chriſtians have for thei! 
The Latter muſt have had very negligent 0 
injudicious Inſtructors, if it be ſo, ſince thets 
are great and glorious Evidences of the Go! 
pel, which the Other can lay no Claim to 
The Authority indeed of Parents and Inſti 


ctors is every where the ſame, but the Nature 
1 


331 


t 1 their Inſtructions is widely different, and 


Abſurdities and Impoſtures can never be re- 
U wmmended to any Degree of Underſtanding 
Sith the ſame Force as the Pure Dictates of 
Truth and Goodneſs may, Chriſtian Parents 
ed not like Others teach only on their own 


helief, and teach even their Children à Reaſon 
the Hope that ts in them. They may very 
tErly explain even to their Capacities much of 
e internal and ſome of the external Evidence 
bat Chriſtianity, may illuſtrate the excellent Do- 
Erin, Holy Precepts, exemplary Life, miracu- 
Pos Birth and meritorious Death of the Great 
chor of our Religion, in ſuch a Manner as 


Peater Light may gradually be given into the 
rounds of our Belief, and thus a rational 


5 With may in ſome Degree be formed, as ſoon 
elleh 


Falk 
nt 0 
there 
Gol 
m t0 
nſtru 


Jatule 
of 


be riper Chriſtian, yet it is as truly rational, 
nd as well ſuited in Proportion to ;nfloence 


Irovements are to regulate the more dange- 
dus State of Manhood. If this Method be not 
ed, nor this Care taken in the Education of 
E bap- 


luthority, but may explain the Grounds of their 


Way appear convincing to every Degree of 
? er. As their Capacities 1 improve, 


& They can become Moral Agents ; which if 
| be not ſo highly argumentative as That of 


Ind direct that Part of Life, as the After Im- 
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baptized Infants, the Charge lies ſtrong agam 
the Neglect, but no ways affects the Argumen | 
concerning the Nature of a rational Faith, | 
acquired by early Inſtruction and Prepoſſefſio Wt 
We truſt likewiſe that the frequent Charges u 
this Neglect in thoſe of our Communion «WW 
much aggravated ; We are ſure, that the N14 
thod of its Eſtabliſhment is peculiarly calculati 
to prevent it; where the Labour of the . he 
niſter is added to the Care of the Parent, W* 
Catechetical Expoſitions provided for the h 
ſtruction of the Meaneſt, as well as practi 
Exhortations to enforce the Obſervance dM" 
their Duty on Thoſe, who are already («F< 
ciently inſtructed, --- The ſufficient CapaciiiM 
of Mankind for a Rational Belief, the van 
and Virtue of ſuch a Faith, and the ſufficinW# 
Efficacy of it to anſwer all the Purpoſes of 
ligion, which was the Subſtance of the oth] 
Particulars propoſed, require a diſtinct Con 
deration, and muſt be reſerved to another 0 
portunity. --- I will conclude at preſent vii 
obſerving, that the Difficulty here objected i 
promoting a rational Faith by Education a8 
Inſtruction is leaſt of all applicable to th 
Church, whoſe Guides and Miniſters ha 
Themſelves had the Happineſs of being ca 
cated in theſe Seminaries of Light and Tru" 
| whelt 
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where no implicit Truſt is required, where the 
2 2 . | 
Foundations of every Science are regularly 


1 gramined and demonſtrated; where They are 
on Pabituated to cloſe Thinking, and are early 
zu bught by clear and ſolid Rules to diſtinguiſh 
de moſt flouriſhing and plauſible Appearances 
From that which is more weighty and ſub- 
is $antial, and by reducing in a perſpicuous Me- 
nod the Subſtance of a declamatory Style to 


trict Argument, to weigh its Force and de- 
ect its Fallacies; to prevent the Impoſitions 
pf a deſigned Falſhood, or a Miſtaken Zeal, 


el 

nd to eſtabliſh that only, which has a ſuffi- 
dient Eſtabliſhment in Nature, Reaſon or 
WScripture, The Objections againſt the Me- 


thods of Inftitution and Inſtruction here pra- 
in (tied are ſuch as end in a Reflection on Hu- 

man Nature and all its Works, that They are 
Not perfect and infallible ; but with all the Al- 
Wowances that muſt be made to, and the Miſ- 


leaſt the moſt hopeful Method, that Human 
Viſdom can frame for the perpetual Defence 
and Eſtabliſhment of a rational Religion. A 


; Faith muſt be, muſt proportionably receive Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Support from theſe excellent Me- 
her | E 2 thods 


0 carriages that will happen amongſt Free A- 
Wgcnts, It is but Juſtice to add, that This is at 


Faith, which 2s founded on Argument, as all true 
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thods of cultivating and improving Reaſy We ery 1 
here uſed; and They who are thus well ground lation 
ed in the Religion They profeſs, are thereh i 
the better qualified to teach Others alſo, 0 "mY 
refute the Miſrepreſentations of itsAdverſari F ho w. 
and to explain the Evidence of it to the Sail thus o 
faction of All, who have Minds open to a Re. N pol. 
gard to Truth and Virtue; to ſecond and aſi 1 Ct 
the Labours of knowing and pious Parentz lever w 
and to ſupply in ſome Meaſure the Defe of 
Thoſe, who are altogether negligent and i; 
norant. By theſe Means, under God's Bl: 
ſing, our Holy Religion has hitherto proſpered iſ 
and We truſt will proſper to the End of ie 
World; By theſe the Unlearned have bee | 
taught in a Method ſuitable to their Station 
and Capacity, the Better Inſtructed have bee 
ſhewn that a thorough Inſight into tle 
cal Learning does really confirm the Dictates 
of Faith, and Truth has received the only A. 
ſiſtance It needs, a fair Repreſentation. The 
Diſguiſes of Wit and of Science falſly ſo calle 
have hence been placed in their juſt Light, and 
Religion, recovering its native Dreſs, has been 
too piercing and amiable to fail of its juſt H 
fect. --- Theſe Benefits have ariſen to the Ad 
vantage of Chriſtianity, even from the late Op 
poſitions to it, by the deeper Conyiction ot 
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os ry ſerious impartial Perſon ; - and as its Foun- 


tions will bear the ſtricteſt Examination, the 
me Effect may ever be expected from the 


geeſt Enquiries into it, whilſt there are Thoſe 


bo with virtuous Diſpoſitions have their Minds 
Whos opened and improved with every Branch 


he Ceaſing of Miracles, ever has been, and 


„ger will be a neceſſary Aſſiſtant to Divine; and 
hey either do not underſtand the Religion 


he Benefit of them, may be ſuitably diligent 
improve the Bleſſing They are favoured 
With, to the Honour and Support of Religion, 
Wd the Ornament and Comfort of their own 
Wives; more eſpecially, that They conſider 
Knowledge as ſubſervient to Virtue, and de- 
End their Chriſtianity by an Argument, by 
Which the Meaneſt may, and the Greateſt muſt 
Worn it, an Holy Life; which is the Rational 
Ind of a Rational Faith, the neceſſary Sup- 


ort of this Life, and the ly 3 for 
Bother. 


1 8 


. * Literature. Human Learning, ſince 


[They profeſs, or do not wiſh well to it, who 
ge Enemies to theſe Places of true knowledge 
nd ſound Education. Let Us add our ſincere 
Papers and Endeavours that Thoſe who enjoy 
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1 Pet. III. 15. 


Be ready always to give an Anfuer 
Every Man that aſketh You a Req. 
of the Hope that is in You. 


His whole Epiſtle of St Peter, and thi 
particular Direction of it, were al 
dreſſed to the whole Body of Chi 

ſtian Brethren, It was not peculiar to Jew a 

Gentile, or to Thoſe who bore any Offce i 

this Spiritual Society; but It was deſigned foi 

and indeed immediately concerned, Each Ind 
vidual Member of the Church. Whatever wi 
their former Perſwaſion before their Cont 

fion, Whatever was their preſent Station i 

the Church of Chriſt, All were equally cot 

cerned to maintain their Religion upon ak 
tional Foundation. Whoever at that Time ut 
dertook the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, aſſume! 

a Title and Character, which hazarded eve! 


Findic: 
Wuffcic 
Ponal 
Faitl 


Thing that was valuable 1 in this Life, and evi 1 er al 
Life itſelf; and if any Thing can render al ſtance 
tional Faith more neceſſary at one Seaſon u tt. 
at Others, ſurely theſe were Circumſtanc*WFF It u 


hic 


11 


| ich obliged each ſingle Diſciple, as well as 
e Paſtors and Miniſters of the Word, to pre. 
gare Themſelves with proper Avghiments to 
W nvince Enquirers of the Truth of their Pro- 
E&flion; and this with Regard to the Conver- 
a and Salvation of Unbelievers, the Confir- 
— of their Novices, or Babes in Chriſt, as 


ration of their own Families, who were to 
the educated in this Belief, and their own final 
pena even if They ſhould be called to 
Wartyrdom for the Faith of Chriſt. Theſe 


Fate as well as Publick Character were inte- 
Eeſtcd, and by which Both were obliged; and 


Eo conſider it. The Nature and Conſiſtency 
Bf a Rational Faith in itſelf, The Reaſonable- 
eis and Neceſſity of promoting it by early 


cor Education and Inſtruction, were illuſtrated and 


indicated in a preceding Diſcourſe. --- The 
: uWifficient Capacity of all Mankind for a Ra- 


Faith, and The ſufficient Efficacy of it to an- 


ſtance of the other Particulars, which remain 
dow to be conſidered. 


| It was oblerved then Thirdly, that This Ra- 
; tional 


de Apoſtle calls them, the Inſtruction and Edi- 


here Conſiderations, in which Thoſe of Pri- 


This Light I am at this Time particularly 


[ onal Belief, The Value and Virtue of ſuch 


1 er all the Purpoſes of Religion, was the Sub- 
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by Authority, and enforced by Penalties, an 
which alone We are concerned to prove to be 


jectures, the Fluctuation of its Determination 


of Mankind, is, as far as it is true, of Weight 


| leaſt, if not the Neceſſity, of Revelation. lt 
may ſerve to reprove the vain Confidence o 
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tional Faith was not only calculated for Scio iſ 


lars and Philoſophers, but for all Sorts and De. 1 


grees of Men, and that the Meaneſt Capacity 
where Means of Information are afforded, i 
able to attain it. What has hitherto been ſz 
of a Rational Aſſent in general is now toy 
applied particularly to the Chriſtian Reel, 
tion. This is the Faith, which comes enjoinet 


within the Reach of every One's Underſtand. 
ing. Whatever is ſaid on the Inſufficiency a 
Human Reaſon, on the Uncertainty of its Con 


its doubtful Diſcoveries in the Hand of its bel 
Maſters, and its flender Progreſs in the Bulk 


on our Side, and may ſhew the Expediency a 
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Thoſe, who contend that Reaſon is and ee 
was a ſufficient Guide at all Times, in all Calc 
and to all Mankind, who are here confutel 
not only by the learned Arguments of the De. 
fenders of Religion, not only by plain Fat 
and Experience, but even by the Teſtimony of 
their Unbelieving Brethren. But the Caſe of 


unaſſiſted Reaſon is not the Point before 1 parted 
2h | TY 


F [4] 

| The Times f that Tenorance God winked at. 
Where leſs Light was afforded, leſs Improve- 
| Wen was required, and their Defects either 


© Belief or Practice were neither charged with 
p heinous a Degree of Guilt, nor Weite 


0 

ich ſo heavy a Degree of Puniſhment. To 
eve that Darkneſs and Ignorance, to en- 
{ ehten the Underftandings and correct the 


i Fills of Mankind, Revelation was afforded, 

Fhich, teaching by Authority, was in that very 

gelpect of infinite Uſe to the low Capacities 

[of the greater Part of them, and by reducing 

| 1 Queſtion to a ſingle Point concerning the 
y 


n; WBvidence, and offering that in a plain Manner 
x {Wiced to their Capacities, has now enabled All 
al 10 attain to ſuch a Rational Faith, as may be 


W ſufficient Principle of Knowledge and En- 
Wccement of Practical Virtue, --- Of this Re- 
Wcaled Faith We are now to treat, which is ve- 
truly Rational, as founded on an open Exa- 
ſination and full Conviction of its coming 
rom God, tho not diſcoverable by All (or by 
y in a perfect Degree) by the Uſe of their 
Natural Reaſon only. And That This 1s cal- 


an juſtly be called Reaſonable Creatures, a 


parted to the Bulk of Mank ind, and of ke Evi- 
E dence 


Fulated for all Sorts and Degrees of Men, who 


Fery brief Review of the Underſtanding im- 


purſue thoſe tedious and intricate Dedudtion; 
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dence with which this Religion is ſupporte P 

may ſufficiently ſatisfy Us. $ 
Now the Reaſon of common People, vi, Ms 
are employed in the more laborious ati, 
Scenes of Life, is not either ſo dull and ſtupi, 
nor ſo quick-ſighted and diſcerning, as Dif; 
rent Perſons for the ſame End have rep. We 
ſented it. It cannot of it ſelf attend to a4 


which are neceſſary to form and to enforce; 
proper Rule of Life, where a Superior Auto 
rity is wanting, but under thoſe Helps and A. 
ſiſtances, which Revelation affords, It is h/ 
means incapable of apprehending the Proof q 
of its Divine Original. The great Differene Wi 

betwixt Mankind is owing principally ant F 

chiefly to Education. Their Capacities for ln F 
provement are much more equal than ther 
Means and Opportunities for it. The PrepolWſ 
ſeſſions of Inſtruction therefore, as They ar 
called, are fo far from being Obſtructions u k 
a Rational Belief, that They are the beſt PW 
paratives for it and Aſſiſtances to it; and con 
ſequently Revelation, having made the beſt Po 
viſion for Inſtruction, has improved the Cap 
city of All Men for a Rational Faith. Few, V 
own, are qualified to reaſon far of Themlſclve: | 


but All are capable of it in ſome Meaſure wit 
Al: 


3 [ 43 ] 
1 Inntance and Information. Their Progreſs 


| & uſually proportionable to the Care of their 
o WFeachers, and what They could not have diſco- 


e ered by their own natural Sagacity, They can 
diy perceive to be Concluſive, when ſhewn 
e Force of it by Others. Nor is their Faith 
ben the leſs Rational in them, or their Ar- 
gaments for it of the leſs Weight, becauſe They 


did not at firſt diſcern them by the Exerciſe 
Ir their own Faculties, but received them by 
| y ay of Inſtruction from their Preceptors. The 
Apoſtle did not in the Text direct his Diſci- 
les to find out their Duty of Themſelves, or 


i ſophers had yet carried them, but to be ready 


em; to communicate the Arguments, which 
had been communicated to them, and to aſſign 
Ehoſe Proofs, which had won thai n Abbot. 
| 1 o deny the Capacity of Mankind for Ratio- 
nal Conviction in this Method of Inſtruction, 


mall Progreſs or Improvement under theſe Me- 
mods, the little Evidence of any Rational Be- 
lief amongſt the Vulgar, is ſometimes Miſre- 
preſentation, and, when moſt true, amounts 


ve lonly to a Charge of Neglect: and It ought 
p to be added, that where this Neglect is moſt 


iS juſtly 


o improve their Notions higher than any Phi- 


1 Imays to give a Reaſon of the Hope that was in 


to contradict Experience; To obſerve their 
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juſtly charged, where the Parents or Teachen f and 
of Religion are the moſt criminally careleſs, F ncer 
their very Living in a Chriſtian Country, ther peaki. 
daily unavoidable Intercourſe with Chriſti | an / 
who are better Inſtructed, muſt let them nu 
ſome Knowledge of the Grounds of it; 

| accordingly the Meaneſt and moſt Ignorant 
amongſt Us, have yet better Notions of Gol wh 
of the Neceſſity of Repentance, and of ti: Wk 
Hope of Mercy, than Many of the moſt « Wk 
lebrated ancient Philoſophers ; which mei 
ſhew the Advantage of the loweſt Degree i 
Inſtruction, beyond the higheſt Natural 4-Wik 
lities unaſſiſted. We have an Inſtance of tWclig| 
ſame Benefit of Inſtruction to improve tix 1 
ſloweſt Capacities in thoſe very Occupation eane 
and Profeſſions, which employ the Time aan / 
Thoughts and Labours of this Part of emp 
World. With what Eaſe and Readineſs d con 
They learn the Myſteries of a Trade, whidetive 
They could never have brought to halt thre | 
Perfection Themſelves, and how compleaiſherſies 
will They enter into and execute ſuch Arts »ſences 
ſeem unaccountable to Others of like Cap re re: 
city, who are unacquainted with them, ie a n. 
yet make equal Proficiency in their reſpectrdina 
Employments? And if there be ſcarce an lupf the 
ſtance of Any but what may be made capabPent | 

| 0 


| 45 ] 


Rc and ofeful in ſome Profeſſion or Other (for 
Uncerning Idiots or Madmen We are not 
peaking) then ſurely It is a greater Difficulty 
an Any that this ſtrange Suppoſition is cal- 


an 
no Mlated to avoid, that Thoſe who are capable 
uch Rational Improvement in Other In- 


| lances, ſhould only be incapable of it in that 
Which 1 is moſt their Concern, that which It is 
| ned i is to influence their Conduct in this 
| Lite, and to ſupport their Hope of Another, 
eir Notion of Religion. --- For if, from this 
ee of their improveable Capacities, We pro- 
ed to reflect on the general Evidences of 
Neligion, We need not ſcruple to affirm, that 
WT icy are capable of being demonſtrated to the 


Ons Wicaneſt Underſtanding with greater Clearneſs 
aan Any of thoſe Principles with Relation to 
WE Temporal Affairs, on which They act ſecurely 


common Life, It is not ſuch a dry ſpecu- 
tive abſtracted Courſe of Argument, as may 
are been repreſented, but however Contro- 
ferſies and Cavils may have enlarged the De- 
ſences of Religion, the ſtrongeſt Proofi of it 
i Ire really the plaineſt, ſuch as may be reduced 
o a narrow Compals and levelled to the moſt 


1 the Being of a God, by the very ſame Argu- 
Naent by which He is aared of his own. No- 
thing 


5 4 

I „ a = her * — 4 ba - : 
. — * 5 _ c a * * - . 5 
. 3 — . . — * 

F 8 : - t p< ae . —- 
at 2 * f = * —_ — E 2 a * 

* 2 9 —B 2 . * A 
— e S 2 5 Fy 


drdinary Capacity. Every Man may be aſſured 


FE HERS 


Tar, 3 2 
F 
— > YE 
3 N . 
- ** 2 


S 
* 2 S 
r — 


2 — 
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thing certainly could create it ſelf, but Even 
Object upon which He caſts his Eyes, teſtiße 
in ſome Reſpe& the Greatneſs or Wiſdom o 
Goodneſs of its Author. Now from this ſing, 
Article, from the Relation, which We ſtand i 
to our Great Creator, follows immediately ay 
directly the Neceſſity of Religious Worſhjy 
It is in the Nature of the Thing morally i; 
Tt is in Point of Gratitude and ExpeCtin 
abſolutely incumbent on us, that We ſhoyl! 
thank Him for paſt Mercies and pray to Hin 
for future Bleſſings; that We ſhould truſt in hj 


Protection, love his Goodneſs, praiſe his Wi. 
dom, adore his Power and obey his Command; 
But the ſame infinite Goodneſs has not {ef 
even theſe plain Conſequences merely to be 
reaſoned out by Us, but has given us farthe! 
Evidences of our Duty even in Ourſelves, ht 


implanted in our very Nature ſtrong Appre- 


henſions of his Righteouſneſs and Juſtice, t. 
gether with clear Notions of the Diſtinction 
of Good and Evil, and a certain Approbation 
of Virtuous Conduct, and Deteſtation of Wit 
kedneſs in every Caſe, wherein We are Out 


ſelves diſintereſted. Our Conſciences prelaz 
a future Reckoning under a Righteous G0- 
vernour and judge, require of Us an Imitt 


tion of his adotable Arceibures, and partict: 
larly 
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be his! 
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bay teach Us, that Juſtice and Charity muſt 
he his Laws to Creatures whom He has made 
Social and placed in Society. Thus, in the 
great Articles of Morality and Natural Reli- 
gon, there is ſcarce any Room for Error in any 
| 2 unprejudiced Perſon, at leaſt not in the 


EMecthods of Education before vindicated, but, 
| under this Advantage, the Certainty of theſe 
Truths and Neceſſity of theſe Practices ap- 
ppears indiſputable, and may ſerve even in more 
| Fontroverted Points as a certain Rule to diſtin- 
puiſh our Maker's Will and our Duty. --- But 
pur Obligation to obey all the Laws of our 
plaker being Univerſal, and Revelation claim- 
ling to be conſidered as his Law, is on that 
Account deſerving of Examination, and upon 
Eramination will on Account of its Truth and 
b yidence be found deſerving of Reception, 

For here again the Evidences of revealed Re- 
Wicion are level to common Capacities, and may 
pe judged of by the ſame Degree of Senſe and 
Reaſon, which enables Men to judge of the 
Ordinary Affairs of Life. It might be pre- 
Wiouſly preſumed, that the Goodneſs of God 
vould not leave his Creatures uninformed in 
[the great Rules of Duty and Motives of En- 
couragement, and that our Reaſon unaſſiſted 
8 inſufficient to theſe Purpoſes, is a Matter of 
l 8 Fact 


[48] 


Fact rather than of Argument: And if Th, 
Method of Reaſoning be thought equally co, i: 
cluſive for the Univerſality of Revelation, i 
may be obſerved, that the Mercies of God i 
in no Inſtance equally conferred on All; ty 
It is more reconcileable to our Notions of HH 
Goodnels, to believe, that He has afforded tu pyeſt 
Bleſſing to Some rather than to None; au tende 
that in Reality the Means of Revelation h more 
been almoſt Univerſal, tho the Iniquity ai Klatio 
Criminal Neglect of Mankind have defeaz(f Þppoſe 
the Effect; and It was never the Intent ofbu it i 
vidence neceſſarily to overrule the Liberty ¶ exe ti 
Free Agents either in Matters of Faith or u e Ole 
ctice. But if there were not theſe preparatoredome 
Grounds to expect a Revelation, the politi recep! 
Proofs of it are clear, obvious and {ufficient Temy 
The Reaſonableneſs of the Doctrines theren * 
delivered, The Excellency of the Precepts then eculia. 
by enjoined, are in themſelves a ſtrong Prov ou 
of its Divine Original. The Meaneſt Capaci/WWitable 
can judge of this, can ſee that Laws ſo Ho whic 
and Juſt and Good are genuine Copies of thel t ens 
Makers Will, and worthy that Heaven fronWren o 
whence They claim their Deſcent. With Robe d 
gard particularly to the Precepts of Chrilti{Way ſh 
nity, This is ſo Evident, that there are Some, 


[ ity thi 
who pretend to receiye it merely on this Aue In 
thorit\ 


40 


. hh who diſtinguiſh Themſelyes by the new 
Title of Chriſtian Deiſts, as pretending to em- 
race the Goſpel ſolely becauſe of its Rea- 
able and Moral Fitneſs, rejecting all the ex- 
T ral Evidence on which It is founded. And 

o This Diſguiſe is too thin to impoſe on the 

| 4 Underſtanding, and was probably ſcarce 
tended as a Cloak to their Infidelity, but as 
more plauſible Method of attacking all Re- 
ation; tho the Authors of it deſire not, I 
| Þypole, to be ſuſpected of being Chriſtians, 
Wd it is impoſſible, that They ſhould really be- 
Were the new Teſtament, who reject and vilify 
e Old, yet This is however a ſtrong Acknow- 
went of the Reaſonableneſs of the Moral 
Wrecepts of Chriſtianity, a Teſtimony from an 
ſnemy of their Excellency, Truth and Uſeful- 
Bc, With Regard farther to the Doctrines 
Neculiar to Chriſtianity, tho They were not 
Wilcoverable by Reaſon, yet They are perfectly 
Witable to it, and clear up many Difficulties, 
I which the thinking Men amongſt the Hea- 
t ens were -wirolved: Nay the Foundation 
en of theſe Doctrines may I think be ſaid 
o be diſcernible in Ourſelves, Our own Hearts 
Bi ſhew Us the Want of a Saviour, may te- 
ſtify the Imperfection of our beſt Actions, and 
the Inexcuſableneſs of our many bad ones, 
8 which 


1 


which according to our natural Notions of |, | ji aſſi 
ſtice and Equity ſeem to require ſome Sail Virtue. 
faction and Atonement. Now here the (88s |: 
ſpel opens to Us a comfortable and conſiſten £ 
Scheme of Divine Goodneſs, inſtructs Us ha 
Mercy and Juſtice were reconciled, that bu 
don might be extended to the Reformed yi. and en 
out derogating from the Authority of the Þ the { 
vine Laws; and that, tho Sin was hereby re ſttelt | 
dred more exceeding Sinful, yet Penitent u 
ners might be admitted to Forgiveneſs a 
Happineſs. Nor are the main Points of th f | 
external Evidence of Chriſtianity leſs ealy H 
be diſtinguiſhed and cleared. A Man that li 
Claim to a Commiſſion from Heaven to i 
ſtrut Mankind, and teaches Doctrines worth hk 
of God and uſeful to Men, that confirms tu 
Claim by working Miracles in many Inſtant 
plainly ſupernatural, makes even thoſe Mii 
cles charitable and beneficial, and offers thei 
freely to Publick Examination, perſiſts in ti 
good and miraculous Conduct thro his Lit 
and at length offers up that Life in Confirm 
tion of all his foregoing Pretenſions, offers F 
dence, One would think, almoſt irreſiſtivq 
incapable however of any rational Anſwer ( 
Evaſion. God Almighty undoubtedly would n 


lend his Power to confirm a Lye, nor the V+ 


ond Ct 
retenſi 
e Cor 


1 [82 1 

| F aſſiſt in ivjpotring the Cauſe of Piety and 
Wictue, --- But farther, if a Perſon, who had 
us laid down his Life in Vindication of his 
ruth and Faithfulneſs, ſhould likewiſe ſpeedi- 
take it again by his own Divine Power, 
Pould ſelect Diſciples to publiſh his Religion, 
| and enable them to preach the ſame Doctrine, 


f p the ſame miraculous Manner; if They ſhould 
1 tteſt publickly his Reſurrection by every Mark 
5 of Truth and Sincerity, which can be affixed 


a juſt Evidence, ſhould in Purſuance of his 
Kommand diſperſe Themſelves over the World, 
Wecry where agreeing in the ſame Account, 
ing up every View in Life to confirm their 
Wcſtimony, and unmoved by all the Terrors of 
Weath. If in Conſequence of this Teſtimony 
Whey ſhould inculcate the ſame Righteous Pre- 
pts, and command the Powers of Heaven 
Wd Earth to bear Witneſs to their Doctrine 
þ Signs and Wonders and miraculous Gifts; 
thus uninfluenced by any Motive but the 
ove of Truth, and unaſſiſted by any Advantage 
ut the Force and Evidence of it, They ſhould 
length prevail, and eſtabliſh their Religion, 
ho They loſt their Lives, All This muſt be- 
ond Controverſy manifeſt the Truth of theſe 
retenfions; which is ſtill farther confirmed by 
e Converſion of Thoſe, who could not be 

© 2 con- 
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convinced but by undeniable Evidence, ay|roofs « 

would have avoided the Conviction, if poſlibl, Nd leaf 
But farther yet, if All this was foretold, whe ay be 
It could not be foreſeen but by Divine Inſpia Wa 
tion, If many minute Circumſtances relatin, 
to the Time of the Appearance of the Auth, Wi 
of this Religion, his Parentage and Birth, D 
ctrines and Practices, Life and Death, wer 
diſtinctly predicted and punctually fulfilled u 
the Event, If This whole Scheme of our 8 
vation was gradually revealed from the Ori. 

nal Occaſion of the Neceflity of it in the fu 
of our Firſt Parents, and was prefigured bot 
in the Patriarchal and Jewiſh Diſpenſations, nM 
the Sacrifices under the former, and the nh 
merous Ceremonies of the latter; If laſtly He 

ry ſuch ſignificant Rite was truly compleatei 

in the Life or the Doctrine of our Saviour, 

then to whatever Cauſe Infidelity may be o 

ing, yet It is not to the Want of plain EM 

dence, ſuited to the Capacity of the Meaneſt ol 

Mankind. Other Arguments may be brough;, 

and have been brought by Great and Good 
Men, for the Confirmation of our Religion; 

but It is not neceſſary to a Rational Faiti, 
that Every One muſt know Every Thing, wid 

has been ſaid in Defence of it; and in Tru 2 

Theſe, which are the moſt uſual and ab F 

| Proof 


8! 


Proofs of it, are likewiſe the moſt convincing 


'F leaſt liable to Evaſion. Objections indeed 


| nay be raiſed againſt each ſeveral Part of it, 

nd ſo there might againſt Demonſtration it 
lt, but They are capable of a very ſufficient 
eply, as has appeared upon every Trial; and 
Thoſe, who are capable of comprehending a 
WDificulty, may We hope comprehend a Solu— 


on alſo. On this Account ſeveral long and 
Eboured Defences have appeared, which had 


t otherwiſe been neceſſary, as One in par- 
ular of a very convincing Kind, which, by 


eving that the ſame Objections which are 
Wade againſt our Holy Faith, would in every 


Wſtance lie equally ſtrong againſt the Conſti- 
Wtion of Nature, has driven the Objectors to 
Wcir true and only Refuge, That of Atheiſm, 
Wd has demonſtrated the Inconſiſtency of all 
Weſe Cavils when proceeding from a profeſſed 


. Wit Such Diſcoveries as Theſe are of fin- 
t ar Uſe for the Satisfaction of Thoſe, who 
5 ave had their Minds diſtracted with the fre- 
bal ent Diſcourſe or Writings of Unbelievers, but 


Ion; 
1th 
Wal 
rut 
7100s 
oo 


a e not requiſite to the Eſtabliſhment of a Ra- 
t onal Faith in Thoſe, whoſe Practical Employ- 
dent has placed Them out of the Way of ſuch 
bltracted Speculations ; who having juſtly ac- 
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. 
the Doctrine taught, the Purity of the pr. 
cepts enjoyned, and the farther Confirmatiq 
of them by Miracles and Prophecies, are ſs. 
ciently qualifyed to give a Reaſon of the Hy 
that is in them, tho They are not able to gin il 
an Account of all the Controverſies that hh 
been raiſed upon the Subject. The Objection 
to the main Points of this Evidence lie out of ti 
the Road of all common Senſe and comma 
Underſtanding. No plain ſenſible Man wouli 
ever have found out, that Morality itſelf v, er 
groundleſs, that the Diſtinctions of Virtue a 
Vice, of Good and Evil, were imaginary, an 
Nothing more than the Creatures of Policy; 
that thoſe Practices, which have the hatch 
Name of Vice affixed to Them, are not on; 
Innocent but Uſeful and Neceſſary to the Sw Wh 
port and Welfare of Society; that, as to o. 
ward Evidence, Facts contrary to the Coutk 
of Nature are abſolutely impoſſible, and Pre 
ditions, however exactly accompliſhed, no bet 
ter than lucky Gueſſes, which prove Nothing 
that Human Teſtimony can deſerve no Credi 
| becauſe of its Fallibility, this Poſſibility of br 
ror being an Anſwer to all the moſt certilt 
Aſſurances of Truth; that Hiſtory of paſt Fach 
however atteſted, is ſtill more precarious, ¶ Enfore 


being indeed caly an Uncertain Hearſay, de pinſick 
ſeryingg 


1 rving 
Eucioh 


Pon own 


Vertht 
ſome | 
By The 
a d Vir 
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G in itſ 


j rn © 

„ing of no other Attention than what our 
ICuciolity may afford it; that Inſpiration is in 
| is own Nature abſurd and impoſſible; that Re- 
lation is incapable of being communicated, 
Id that the very Suppoſition of Various Diſ- 
enſations would be a Reflection on the Di- 
Ine Immutability, --- Theſe I ſay are Obſer- 


i Generality of Mankind. Theſe Noble Diſco- 
1 Fries have been offered as Arguments of the 
u perior Genius of the Authors of them, and 


Common Apprehenſion of Mankind. The Mil 
Wrtune is, that They are contradicted likewiſe 
other Advocates of Infidelity, who would 
* unwilling to be thought of leſs Superiour 
Weach of Underſtanding, who have endea- 
Wpured to ſerve the Glorious Cauſe in another 
Method and Courſe of Argument, and have 
Wrerthrown this whole Set of Principles, which 


y Theſe we are taught that the Rules of Truth 
nd Virtue are ſo clear and indelible, that They 


in itſelf ſo amiable that It needs no outward 
nforcement, nor Any Thing but its own in- 
(6 rinſick Beauty and Suitableneſs to our Moral 
WW Taſte 


tions, which would never have offered of 
n Wihemſelves to diſturb the Rational Belief of the 


Wl We own They do not lie level to the 


gome had thought ſo formidable to Religion. 


Annot be overlooked or miſtaken, that Virtue | 
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Taſte to recommend and ſupport it; that, 4 
lowing the Poſhbility of Revelation, the Cy. . 


hen 1 
Wonent 


dibility of Hiſtory, and the Sufficiency of V 
F pit 4 


racles and Prophecies, when well atteſted, oi 
confirm it, yet in this Caſe They are not 2; Pelief. 
plicable, for that Fraud and Impoſture mig Pefore 
occaſion the Atteſtation of the Diſciples a i rider 
Jeſus, tho They acted indeed in a Manner um ble, a 
uſual with Deceivers, and ſacrificed all the fect 
Intereſts in this Life and all their Hopes i Noveri. 
another, for the Sake of an uſeleſs unprofti oper 
Falſhood; or Enthuſiaſm might work Wor ropol 
ders and Miracles, and be the Foundation u Tha 
this rational and conſiſtent Scheme of R latte 
gion. Whichever of theſe contradictory Pri: FE Per Pe 
ciples of Unbelief be thought of moſt Weiz etitic 
tis plain at firſt View, that there are Diff # ar 
ties in both of them much oreater than in th | ſic le 
Faith of Chriſtians ; that They contain Pu ndet 
doxes abhorrent to Human Reaſon, and E ined 
as None, who were guided by the comma dent 
Principles of it could have been in Danger caps 
falling into; that, however acutely urged, Thr Wnerit. 
betray a great Moral Blindneſs, and may fe bun 
that the greateſt Capacities do not always ju lulive 
beſt in Matters of Religion; the Examinatio plat i 
of Controverſies may and will confirm all In udgn 


partial Perſons in the Belief of our Religio! Is an 
whel [- 


F CW). 

"ym They ſee what Abſurdities 1 ity Wiſeſt Op- 
| W.nents are driven to, to evade the Evidence 
| Ts it; but this Knowledge of the Objections 
10 it is not in it ſelf neceſſary to a Rational 
Blick The plaineſt Underſtanding, as was 


ble, as It is leſs liable to be influenced by the 
Aſfectation of peculiar Notions and new Diſ- 
Woverics. --= And This very Obſeryation will 
\.{WSroperly lead Us to the next Point which I 
x N poed to conſider, namely 
That a Rational Faith is therefore a proper 
Matter of Probation, juſtly to be required un- 
I Per Penalties, and ſuitably to be inſerted in our 
Petitions to our Maker. Conſcience and Be- 


Whe leaſt Connection with Each Other. The 
. 1 it is ſaid, is neceſſarily deter- 
Wnined by the Evidence as it appears; and as the 


3 | Warr of any Imputation of Virtue or De- 


argument a little farther, and urged it as con- 


e 'ulive againſt any Freedom of the Will, for 
tio hat it is neceſſarily determined by the laſt 
In udgment of the Underſtanding; and thus there 
0 an End at once of all Religion and Virtue, 


eſore obſerved, is able to judge of the plain 
Evidence of Religion, and in one Reſpect beſt | 
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* are repreſented as Articles which have not 


Bazar therefore is not voluntary, It muſt be 


merit. Some have carried the ſame Kind of 


H ſince 
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1 j 
fince We are deprived of all Liberty either j [ 
our Thoughts or Actions. But as Riſing ay 
Walking was the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt Conf, 
tion of all the Philoſophers Arguments again 
the Poſſibility of Motion, ſo the Power vii 
Choice, which We All experience and dijj z 
exerciſe in our Conduct, is the cleareſt 1M 
ſwer to all the ſpeculative Difficulties, that u 
raiſed concerning Human Liberty; and pi 
cularly how much We are influenced in ori 
Opinions by our Inclinations, is obvious er" 
to Proverbial Obſervation, --- Let Us firſt a 
briefly look into Fact, and obſerve how cleat| 
the ſuppoſed Strength of this Objection is A 
proved by plain Experience. If there va 
Poſſibility of Choice in the Nature of Bela 
if the Underſtanding was always neceſſarily 0: 
termined by the Appearance of the EvidencM 
and That Appearance was neceſſary like 
(otherwiſe it affects not the preſent Queſtion 
then where the Evidence was offered opeth 
and publickly to All with equal Clearneſs, an 
where there is an equal Degree of Capacij 
to apprehend it, there the Reſult would ce 
tainly be in All the Same, and an Uniyetl 
Aſſent or Disbelief would enſue. This muß 
unavoidably be the Conſequence, if the Ei 


dence did of Neceſſity force the Judgment 
j0 


19] 

ſ br ef It was inſufficient, It muſt equally ap- 
s ar to beſo to All of Equal Abilities ; If ſatiſ- 
Wory, It muſt extort the Same Aſſent from 


divided in their Judgment on the Evidence 
| n ay ſay a ſtrict Demonſtration, that the Judg- 


What elſe than the Appearance of the Evidence. 
ss owned on the One Side, that there have 
WE late ariſen Some very able Advocates for 
Wligion, who have offered ſome very maſter- 
W Performances in Defence of it, and have ma- 
Weed the Evidence of it ſo advantageouſly, 
Wat in the End It has amounted to a convin- 
Ws Demonſtration : (tho the Intent of this 
cknowledgment was only to argue the Inca- 
city of the Vulgar for ſuch argumentative 
ews of it) and It muſt likewiſe be owned on 
e Other, that there are too many Perſons 
ſufficient Abilities and Reach of Under- 
inding engaged in the Oppoſition ; from 
hence this Concluſion however may be drawn, 
at Faith is no ſuch involuntary neceſſary Re- 
It from the Appearance of the Evidence; for 


en All, who are ſo well qualified to judge, 
H 2 would 


Wil of like Capacity. But the Event We ſee 
W very far otherwiſe. Men, who are in every 
Yer Reſpect entirely on the Level, are great- 
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ents of Some of them are influenced by Some- 
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would judge alike, where the Grounds of R. 


8 

"i 
3 

® 

= 
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Four 
ligion are ſo openly and freely examined, 3 2 
They are amongſt Us. — But, in Truth, Th; Mio forn 
Caſe of the Freedom of Aſſent, and the Con Dilreg; 
ſequent Virtue of a Right and Blameableneß {Wiles i 
_ of a Wrong Belief, is, when clearly repreſents {ient of 
void of all Difficulty. To ſay, that It is 1. Wt a vi 
ceſſarily determined according as the Evidence Nis Ca 
appears concluſive, or not, is playing v] Not 
Words, and is no Other than Saying, that! Mew. 


þ he / 
Vs of 
Wing t 
Wo our 
WSlicati 
Power 
r! 
x uch 


Wions | 


cannot judge otherwiſe than It does then ady 
ally judge, that is, It cannot give and refuſ 
its Aſſent to the ſame Thing at the ſame Time 
It is like the forementioned Argument again} 
Freedom of Will from its being determine 
by the laſt Judgment of the Underſtanding; 
whereas this final Determination of the Juds. 
ment to chuſe or not to chuſe 1s plainly the 
very Act of Volition, and the Whole amount 
to no more, than that a Man cannot choc 
otherwiſe than He does, on Suppoſition HM 
actually makes this Choice. Thus likewiſe ou Wi 
Judgment of the Force of the Evidence 1s the 
very Act itſelf of our Aſſent or Diſſent, anl]Wrror 
to ſay, that This is neceſſarily determined, 3 
That appears to Us, is only Saying, that We 
cannot judge otherwiſe than We do, on Sup 
poſition that We make this Judgment, --- bY! 


[ 1 
43 
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our Judgment of the Evidence does depend 
Wticcly on our free Uſe of the proper Means 
© form a Right Judgment, then a Criminal 
| Piſregard to all Obligations, or Vicious Preju- 
Yices in our Enquiry into the Nature and Ex- 


| Ent of them, may poſſibly be the Foundation 


ow the very Nature of a Rational Faith may 
e Us, that This is and muſt be the Caſe. 
be Arguments, which are offered to aſſure 
s of the Truth of Religion, can be convin- 
| ing to Us only by the Application of them 
Wo our own Underſtandings. If no ſuch Ap- 
location is made, the Whole of the Evidence, 
however demonſtrative, muſt be entirely loſt 


puch of the Force of it, as our own Inclina- 
ons lead Us to look into; In both Caſes, We 
all judge indeed as the Evidence appears, but 


ut Puength, ſufficient to extort and eſtabliſh a 


ET 


5 ahr Faith, is plainly our own Fault, and the 
Wnvoluntary, There is not any Thing in the 
Fries in, than in ſuch an Enquiry into the Evi- 


ol dences of God's Will and our Duty. We may 
| ö Or 


| T a very falſe Judgment or Aſſent, which in 
is Caſe muſt juſtly bear the ſame Imputation. 


Bf It be made partially, We ſhall ſee juſt ſo 


What It does not appear in all its commanding 


Error can have no Claim to the Excuſe of being 


World that We have a freer Uſe of our Facul- 
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or may not be diligent in this important Exam. 
nation; we may or may not be honeſt in con. 
paring the Evidences, or admitting the Whole 
Weight of it on that Side, which We may hay 
private Reaſons to wiſh might prove leaſt coy. 
clufive; We may or may not be raſh in judging 
from a fingle Difficulty, which at firſt Sight a 
pears Inſuperable, without waiting for the peer b 
per Solution of it; or We may come with ue u 
without the preſumptuous Expectation of hajin Wi 
the Whole Schemes of Infinite Wiſdom mad 
plain to our Narrow Capacity, and cleared 
from every Difficulty ; Which ExpeCtation can WW 
only open the Way to Univerſal Scepticin, Witence 
In All theſe Caſes our Determination will en 
according to the Diſpoſition We begin au me! 
proceed with, and our Faith will be blameabł No not 
or Virtuous, as the Motives and Means wer Wi 
Good or Bad, which occaſioned this Aflent 
The Whole of this Doctrine concerning tbe 
Virtue of Believing proceeds upon this Sup. ire not 
- poſition; that there is Evidence ſufficient tio the 
ſatisfy every fincere impartial Perſon, who pro- 
ceeds with that Fidelity and Care, which ate 
apparently due to an Enquiry ſo important 3 
that which relates to the Will of his Maker: 
If this Suppoſition be allowed, the Difficulty In the 
is at an End; for It is plain, chat a Man U ent 1 


Y : 


1 he due 


over, 
5 pd Di 


the 
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de due Uſe of his Faculties, which is in his own 
Gower, and by the Exerciſe of thoſe Virtues 
ad Diſcharge of thoſe Duties, which are un- 
G. tionably binding, may attain to a right 
5 ich as far as it is neceſſary to Him; and is juſt- 
' & accountable for his Iniquity and the Abuſe 
. his Talents, if he do not. If the Suppoſition 
elt be diſputed, We are ever ready to join 
ue upon it; but then the preſent Queſtion 
given up, And a proper Enquiry will follow 
* the Merits of the Cauſe, which, when fair- 
conducted, will ever turn to the Advantage 
Irchriſtianity. Such Enquiry will ſet the Evi- 
Pence of it in ſo fair a Light, as will open the 
Nees of all Mankind, who are not blinded by 
{ Home wilful Degree of Darkneſs; who either 
Wo not entirely ayoid the Sight, or caſt an ob- 
Ie Reflection on it, or view it thro' ſome 
5 iſt or unclear Medium; that is, who do not 
ſotally diſregard it, or partially examine it, or 
re not clouded by the Veil of Prejudice. --- As 
bo the frequent Profeſſions of the Sincerity of 
Unbelievers, who declare They have faith- 
July and impartially examined, and yet are not 
; ſatisfied, We are not obliged to account for 
theſe, There are very many falſe Pretenſions 
n the World, and where there is no fraudu— 
lent Deſign of Impoſing upon Others, there 
IS 


L 64 


is often much Criminal Self. Deceit in our om 1 
Hearts, which may poſſibly ſo blind Us, 3 
make Us inſenſible of the Wilfulneſs of ih 
own Errors, which nevertheleſs are not on u] 
Account Innocent; but this Whole Caſe 1 : 
the Hands of God the Searcher of Hearts, vl 
will fully reveal them to Themſelves and oi 
thers at the laſt Day. And ſince by H 
the Caſe is finally to be determined, let H 
view it at preſent more particularly with Wi 


ſpect to Him, Now whatever Doubts and] 


Putes We may raiſe on this Subject, yet tl 
Author of our Nature, and of the Revelation 


afforded for the Guidance of our Condug, be 
knows the juſt Strength of Both, He kno 


the Extent of our Capacities, and the Su T 


ciency of the Evidence which He has afford 


for our Conviction, and, in requiring Belief 


Us, has required Nothing more than {uch 
dutiful Attention to the Nature and the | 
teſtation of his Laws, as will not fail to 
in our compleat Satisfaction. Thus Convidk 
may be enſured, tho Examination be allow 
and Men may be invited to judge freely, a 
yet a Right Determination be expected at 
required of them; and that for this plain Rt 
ſon, becauſe ſuch a fair Examination, free fie 


all Paſſion or other vicious Prejudice, will ce 
tall 


0 Wah lead them to ſo lain and eaſy a Diſco- 
. — For the ſame Reaſon the Reſtraints 
rbreats in this Caſe, and the Danger of 
Vong Deciſions, are very conſiſtent with a Ra- 


* 
e ee 


epend upon the Sincerity of our own Pro- 


Er in it, which can ariſe to an Objection in 
Wis, more than in the Caſe of any other Law, 
Which commands Something within our own 


Way be urged more ſtrongly in Favour of the 


Wis Precept requires a ſuitable Enforcement. 


Hon 
Yi 4 E Goodneſs of our Practice muſt depend on 
„e Purity of our Faith. An honeſt Enquiry 


a Right Obedience, and This, as being the 
ſis of the Whole, muſt be of more Conſe- 
o ei ence than any ſingle Practical Duty, and 
tably deſerve even a ſtronger Penal Sanction. 
ove For the ſame Reaſon again, This may very 
„ afoperly be made the Subject Matter of our 
d Wc votions, and We may very conſiſtently pray 
n Ref the Encreaſe or Perſeverance of our Faith, 
e {roo Rational, fince the Succeſs of it, as ſuch, 
ill cWpends on the free and proper Uſe of our 

9 1 . own 


ü nal Faith; becauſe the Event does plainly 


0 p 3 The Enforcement of that Law, which 
r quires Belief by Terrors, has Nothing pecu- 


ver; nay, what there is peculiar 1 in the Caſe, 


. alty here aſſigned, ſince the Importance of 


Wo the Will of God muſt be the Foundation 
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own Reaſon. This is ſo far from an Obe 
ction, that It is in itſelf, without the Chriſt; 
Doctrine of cooperating Grace, a properGroun 
of Application to our Maker, and is juſt as Re, 
ſonable as praying, that We may be Humbl; Wi 
Diligent, Temperate and Faithful. It is as pro Wound: 
per in this as in all other Caſes, wherein ou 
own honeſt Labours and Endeavours are nece{ 
ſary: And This is even an Article of Natur 
Religion, and may be argued from the Rel [ ructic 
tion which a Creature ſtands in to his Creator, Wi 
even to their Satisfaction, who are to be con 
vinced by Nothing but the Reaſon and Fitne 
of Things. I proceed therefore to 

The Laſt Point, which I propoſed to con: 
ſider, namely, that This Rational Faith is {ub 
ficient to anſwer all the Ends of Religion, ſud 
as Unity of Opinion amongſt its Members, and 
Perſonal Amendment in Each Individual. 

It has been before obſerved, that our Faith 
is not the leſs Rational, becauſe the Article 
of 1t were not originally of our own Diſcover), 
but were communicated to Us and confirmed 
to Us by Arguments ſufficient to convince out 
Underſtandings: and on this plain Diſtin@i1 
depends the Determination of this Part © 
the Subject. Were We to have reaſoned ol 
the Whole Syſtem of our Duty by our * 
AT | Lig [ 


ritte} 
heir I 
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en only, and been obliged to find it, the 
Gere had been plauſible, that it cookd not 
3 that in this Method We ſhould 
| ſrc: be brought to think alike, or could at- 
. to ſuch an Unity of Faith, as might be the 
1 Foundation of United Publick Worſhip. But 


a 4 


Ir When the One great Point of our Enquiry is 
el. r only concerning the Evidence of thoſe 
| &vcaled Truths which are offered for our In- 


Wcaction, upon our Examination of this One 
. de and Acknowledgment of the Sufficien- 
& of it, the Authority of the Whole ſtands un- 
0 Leionably confirmed; and All particular Do- 
Wrines and Precepts are received by Us with- | 


00 It Heſitation, as coming immediately from the ” 4 
(if, Author of Nature and God of Truth. 1 1 


uch 
and 


Wis Principle our Aſſent to them is ſtrictly Ra- i 

Ponal; and This is plainly a more ſhort, more = 
I and more certain Method of arriving at bi 
Pe Knowledge of Truth, than by any Delinea- MK 
Pon of the Religion of Nature by each Parti- | 
en lar Perſon, Thus Unity of Belief in all ne- 
mea ellary Points may reaſonably be expected from ; 
out ole, who upon proper Conviction acknow- WW 
tooffie4ge the ſame Revelation, and much more a 


th 
cle 


t ofO'itten Revelation, as the common Rule of 
oulfihdeir Faith ; becauſe all neceſſary Articles are 
cur: Mcliycred therein with a Clearneſs anſwerable 


ght 12 to 
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to their Importance. In this Senſe even cn. . 
mon Standard Creed: may be the Effect: of hy Wch a 
vate Reaſoning, as being plain Summaries oMrticle 
the Doctrine contained in that Book, of v 
Divine Authority Every One has or may hy 
Evidence ſufficient for the Conviction of hi r 
own Underſtanding. If indeed by Prin: 
Reaſoning was meant Each Man's ſeparit 2 
Arguings upon the Stock of his own Na» 
ral Abilities, This Effect of one Uniform 1: 
lief would be an Impoſſibility; but All N 
can be ſaid upon this Subject concerning i 


Uncertainty of ſuch Philoſophical Detemi t me 
nations, the precarious Concluſions and Hecde 
quent Variations, is foreign to the Point be 4 ruth 
fore Us, and proves only what We cannot ence 
often be reminded of, the Bleſſing, which M its 
enjoy in a Revealed Religion, and the Igels. 
titude and Inſenſibility to their own Inter poſe 
of Thoſe who reject it. But It is ſuffice! = 
ne ö 


to anſwer the Direction in the Text, of i 
4 Reaſon of the Hope that is in them, if IH net 
are able to aſſign proper Grounds of theit hich 
knowledgment of the Divine Authority of empt 
velation, by which the Truth of all the Cove f 
tents of it is at once unanſwerably confirm hich 
And from hence will follow amongſt the u N 


feſſors of this Religion, not perhaps a an even 
* 


[6] 

I. formity of Opinion in eyery Point, but 
Wt an Uniformity of Belief in the Eſſential 
1 ' Wrticles of it, as will be a ſufficient Foundation 
p. Religious Union and Communion. The 
$undamentals of Chriſtianity are on All Sides 
2 — to be few, plain and eaſy; and 
en Thoſe, who have carried the Notion of 
hem to the higheſt Extent, do yet diftinguiſh 


che Scheme of our Salvation in itſelf, and 
Ich as may be neceſſary to the Salvation of 
Warticular Perſons. That Some of theſe clear- 
4 moſt fundamental Articles are ſometimes 
jected, is no more an Objection againſt their 
4 
| Truth or Perſpicuity, than It is againſt the Evi- 
Pence of this Religion itſelf, that the Whole 
ei its Authority is denied and ridiculed by O- 
Pers. That Some, for Inſtance, in Doctrine, 
ppoſe the Satisfaction made by Chriſt to the 
Divine Juſtice for the Sins of the World, which 
ſhe Scriptures in repeated Paſſages and great 
Variety of Phraſes do clearly aſſert; and on 
hich the very Nature and Notion of our Re- 
lemption depend; that Others in Practice 
aye ſet afide thoſe authoritative Inſtitutions 
hich were ordained by Chriſt Himſelf as the 
only Means of entitling Us to the Benefit of his 
oyenant, can be accounted for in no other 


Way 


1 ly betwixt ſuch Points, as may be eſſential 
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Way than the Poſſibility and the Progreſs « 
Infidelity itſelf. It only ſhews how much, not 
withſtanding all Objections, Men's Faith is u 


Pon 0 


i ps Veig 
1 J Reaſ 


their own Power, that no Proofs of this Natur, 4 the 

can extort Aſſent, but that, let the Evidence hs 0 ed, a 
never ſo concluſive and demonſtrative in it{cl; Hach in 
It may however be evaded and rejected. 1ti; er 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh and vindicate a Rational ation, 
Faith and the Unity. propoled to be effectel n Wight | 
by it, that there is Evidence enough to com Mat It 
vince every Impartial Mind both of the Au bunt © 
thority of the Revelation, and of every Article MK ol 
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which It teaches as really neceſſary to Salus. 
tion; and where the Examination is made with 
the Fidelity due to Religious Enquiries, ther: 
will, in theſe Eſſential Points at leaſt, be no 
Danger of an erroneous Determination. 

And as ſuch a Rational Faith will be ſufficient 

to eſtabliſh an Unity of Belief amongſt the Pro 

feſſors of it, as far as ſuch Unity is indiſpenſably 

requiſite, ſo will it alſo be ſufficient to anivel 

the other great End of Religion, to influence 

each private Believer to a true, faithful and it 

tuous Conduct. That in very many Inſtances! 
It fails of its proper Effect, is to be attribute 
to the Neglect and criminal Abuſe of the Pt. 
feſſors; but We are only concerned to ſnew, that 


it is well calculated to influence the Determ! 
nation 


| . 
on of a Moral Agent, and that It will have 
weight with every Wiſe Man who is guided 
EReaſon, or affected by Gratitude, or moved 
the moſt important Hopes or Fears, I. 
ed, as was before obſerved, if a Rational 
: With implied ſuch Motives only as Each private 
Serſon would, without any Aſſiſtance or Infor- 
| ſation, be able to argue out of Himſelf, One 
1 Wight plauſibly declaim upon the ſmall Effects 
Wat It would have in Life, not only on Ac- 
{ Puat of the ſlender Progreſs of it amongſt the 
l Wulk of Mankind, but thro the Want of ſuf- 
Wcient Sanctions, where theſe Reaſonings were 
tied to the beſt perfection. The Diſtinction 


J 


Right and Wrong, would ſcarce have ſufficient 
Weight amongſt the Neceſſities and Tempta- 
Pons of the World; and, however warm the 
Gontemplative Philoſopher might be, whilſt 
ſally engaged in his abſtracted Speculations, 
Jet when He came out into Life, and found 
irtue on the ſuffering Side, when He muſt croſs 
lis Paſſions, ſacrifice his Intereſts, deny his 


If He will adhere to the Path which his Rea- 
'ro- Non approves, tis eaſy to ſee that He will ſtand 
nat Wn need of ſome better Support, to eſtabliſh 


on | | But 


J Good and Evil, the bare Diſcernment of 


Ippetites, and perhaps forfeit his Reputation, 


bs Conduct and crown it with Perſeverance. 


+” 
1 


7 - ] i | 4 
But All This is only a Reflection on the Inſy 7 
ficiency of Philoſophy, but is not applica, i 
to Thoſe, who acknowledge a Divine Rey, 7 
lation, and believe that their Duty is enforcyik 
by the Sanction of Eternal Rewards and hu 
niſhments. For if Reaſon alone be not (6. 
cient to command our Paſſions, yet a Fai 
which is founded on a Rational View of th I; 
Evidence of its Divine Original, may har 
greater Weight; as This repreſents the Cat 
in a much higher Light, and preſents Us vis; 
ſuch Motives to the Diſcharge of our Duty, tu 
upon the Conſideration of Them every Tu 
ptation vaniſhes into Nothing: As our Bel be: 
is hereby much extended, our Practice appeal 
ſuitably of greater Importance; and He who 
lieves that the Eternal Son of God condeſceni 
ed to endure the general Infirmities of Huna 
Nature, and the peculiar Miſeries of an affid rie 
and perſecuted State, concluded by the pi Nappo 
ful and ſhameful Death of Crucifixion ; tui e 
He endured all this, only to render our Trane at 
greſſions capable of Forgiveneſs, and to ent hen 
Us to Glory and Felicity; and that He HH hriſt 
required of Us a Life of Piety and Virtue, 4ſmen: 


the indiſpenſable Condition of receiving Benn the 
fit from his Merits, and obtaining this Title Mis C 
nere t 


Pardon and Happineſs; He, I ſay, who « 
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(uf. 
able 


&, lies under Obligations ſuperior to all Dif: 
vel ſ 


Lultics, and 1s ſupported by every Motive, 


rl hich ought or which can influence a Rea- 
bo [ bnable Creature. Tis true even this Faith will 
(ub. Wot enable Us to work Miracles, nor was it ever 


ah eggned that It ſhould. There was indeed a 
the 


Nay 


Lal Wc! to enable Them to propagate it with Suc- 
wit Is. but This was Part of the Supernatural 
tha * Evidence of their Faith, not a Natural Effect 


"ets 
clic 

W's ſuch Strength and Conſolation in all Trials 
, Ind Diſtreſſes, as no other Principle can equal. 
Fomplacency and Satisfaction of Mind even 
li the worſt Circumſtances are the Peculiar 
Srivileges of this Rational Faith, the Conſtant 
Support of Thoſe, who can give a Reaſon of the 
pe that is in them. The Philoſopher might 


hk it. It is ſufficient, that, It will raiſe Us to 
* 


hen He ſhould moſt need Comfort; but the 
Thriſtian can always with Readineſs and Foy 
member in whom He has truſted. To inſtance 


iis Queſtion, the Caſe of Martyrdom, even 
pere that a Rational Faith is ſufficient to ena- 


Ex- 


owledges this Method and Myſtery of Mer- 


; culiar Promiſe of this Kind made to Thoſe, 
Who were to be the Firſt Witneſſes of the Go- 


ach practicable Degree of Virtue, and afford 


de at a Loſs, for the Reaſons before given, 


n the moſt difficult Caſe, that can be put upon 


ple Men to go through it, is confirmed by plain 
| K 


ſtianity itſelf, but the Truth of Some of i; 


EF 
Experience. Not to mention the Noble 4. 
my of Primitive Martyrs, our Firſt Reformen 
ſubmitted to Blood upon a Rational Belief: 
They went againſt the Prejudices of their Ed. 
cation. They were converted by Argument 
from their former Opinions, neither was th 
| Queſtion concerning the Authority of Chi 
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particular Doctrines. Yet for theſe only di 
They lay down their Lives, and that with ven 
appravating Circumſtances of Horror. The 
greater Importance of their future Intereſt o 
verballanced the preſent Terrors, and what. 
ever is ſaid to the contrary may be confuted 
by Fact in a View of their Sufferings. The 
Inſtance is the more Remarkable, as It is th 
very Caſe of Converſion, and ſhews that the 
Alteration of a Man's Firſt Notions does not 
immediately lead him to an Indifference to All 
Opinions whatſoever. The Common Obler: 
vation is, We know, on the other Side, that 
Converts are apt to be moſt zealous, as indeed 
Who ſhould be more in Earneſt than Thos, 
who are fatisfied They have embraced the 
Truth, not by Prejudice, but by Perſonal En- 
quiry and ſerious Conviction? It would be 
ſtrange to think, that a Rational Faith ſhould 
in its own Nature be too cold a Principle ol 


Action in Rational Creatures; or that Thos, 
; who 


tos ] 


bo upon Examination beſt know that their 
Religion is well founded, ſhould be there- 
4 the leaſt Zealous in its Favour. The 


-uth is, the little Effect which We ſee of 
þ powerful a Principle of Piety and Virtue, 
our Holy Religion, is owing to this very 


g Fuse, that Men do not examine it ſo much as 
: They ought; that They beſtow their Thoughts 
Ib; on Religion than on any other Subject, 
a Ind that They do not attend to it with that 
igence and Impartiality, which the Impor- 
Wnce of it plainly deſerves. Where it is ratio- 
Qally and faithfully attended to, It has better 
Eifluence; and the World, God be thanked, 
rot yet with all its Degeneracy without ſome 
Plorious Inſtances of the Spirit of Chriſtia- 
iy, ſuch as ſhew the great and good Effects 
Fa Rational Faith; ſuch as ſhew the Excel- 
Ency of it in itſelf and its Uſefulneſs to the 
Vorld, and by a plain practical Proof give a 
kong preſumptive Argument of the Divine 
Lommiſſion of their Maſter. May the Num- 


ers of ſuch Profeſſors daily increaſe, who by 


belt Lives as well as Arguments illuſtrate the 


Foundation of their Faith, the Heavenly Au- 


pority of the Religion that influences them. 


The Reſult of all that has been offered, with 


| egard both to Faith and Practice, is briefly 
us; that We defend this Direction of the 
K 2 Apoſtle 
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76 
Apoſtle againſt all Adverſaries whatſoever, a, 
juſtify a free Enquiry into the Foundation 200 
the Doctrines of Religion, as our beſt Preſe, 
vative both from Infidelity and Superſtition, 


that, by a fair and faithful Attention and Fx; 
mination, the Evidences of our Faith may ſhi: 
upon Us in their due Strength, and We ny 
at the ſame Time and by the ſame Method h; 
delivered from thoſe Extravagancies of Eni 
ſiaſm, which have given an Handle to the Con 
mon Enemy to miſrepreſent and ridicule th: 
Whole; that, in our Conduct, We take the 
{ame faithful Care to do Juſtice to our Beli 
that We may not diſparage the Force of 
noble an Argument of its Truth and Ulciil 
neſs, as is drawn from its Tendency to refom 
and amend the Practice of Mankind. If ou 
Life be but anſwerable to our Faith, Its Ei: 
dence will be next to irreſiſtible, and the I 
vine Original of it will be clearly viſible in tt 
Fruits which It produces. Thus fulfilling ti 
true Deſign of our own Faith, We may recoi! 
Others to the Acknowledgment of it; and!) 
Both anſwer the End of our Probation, cat! 
on the Deſigns of Providence, and becom 
Inſtrumental to the Everlaſtin | inels 0 
Ourſelves and our Fellow-Creajlies: N 
e 
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